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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Selectmen  of  Shirley 

TOGETHER  WITH  A 

Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Assessors,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Fire  Department,  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  Auditors,  Items  from  Town  Glerk's 
Book,  and  Town  Warrant 

ALSO  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1919 


*  AYER,  MASS. 

HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY 

WITH 

OTHER  STATISTICAL  MATTER 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3 J,  \9\9 


AYER,  MASS. 
HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER 


TOWN  OFFICERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1919 


900  «ebstei$treei 
Fort  Wayne,  W  ^ 


Town  Clerk 
Arthur  G.  Dunn 


Selectmen 


Thomas  E.  Lilly 
Charles  H.  Weare,  Jr. 
Robert  H.  J.  Holden 

Assessors 

Arthur  G.  Dunn 
Morton  E.  Lawrence 
William  A.  Boutillier 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 


Overseers  of  the  Poor 

Charles  J.  Peirce  Term  expires  1920 

Thomas  S.  Gately  Term  expires  1921 

Morton  E.  Lawrence  Term  expires  1922 


School  Committee 
Robert  H.  J.  Holden  Term  expires  1920 


Thomas  E.»Lilly 
George  P.  Campbell 


Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 


Charles  J.  Peirce 
Walter  Knowles 
Thomas  E.  Lilly 


Board  of  Health 

Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 
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Constables 

J ohn  E.  Adams     Fred  E.  Smith     George  A.  Stebbins 


Treasurer 
Frederick  W.  Holden 

Tax  Collector 
Ralph  S.  Wheeler 

Tree  Warden 
Asa  A.  Adams 

Highway  Superintendent 
Asa  A.  Adams 

Auditors 

Elmer  H.  Allen  J.  Edwin  Pomfret 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 

Charles  H.  Weare,  Jr.  Term  expires  1920 

Edward  S.  Pratt  Term  expires  1920 

Hittie  W.  Evans  Term  expires  1921 

Thomas  L.  Hazen  Term  expires  1921 

Lura  A.  White  Term  expires  1922 

Martha  G.  Conant  Term  expires  1922 


Registrars  of  Voters 

Guy  R.  Cook  Term  expires  1920 

Edmund  F.  O'Neil  Term  expires  1921 

J..  Edwin  Pomfret  Term  expires  1922 

Arthur  G.  Dunn  Clerk  ex-officio 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


Gentlemen — The  Selectmen  herewith  submit 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  of  1919 : 

FINANCIAL 

The  Financial  Statement  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
Town  Report  again  shows  the  Town  Treasury  to 
be  in  a  favorable  condition. 


GUIDE  POSTS 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
we  submit  the  following: 

Guide  Posts  have  been  maintained  within  the 
limits  of  the  Town  in  compliance  with  Chapter  52 
of  the  Revised  Laws  and  Acts  and  amendments 
thereof. 


TOWN  REPORTS 

Town  Reports  are  distributed  about  a  week 
previous  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  an  effort 
will  be  made  to  have  every  citizen  receive  a  copy. 
There  will  be  no  extra  ones  for  distribution  on  Town 
Meeting  Day  and  those  who  desire  one  to  use  at 
Town  Meeting  should  bring  their  copy  with  them. 
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EXPENDITURES 

The  Selectmen  wish  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  citizens  the  overdrafts  in  several  of  the  depart- 
ments. There  are  various  reasons  for  these,  the 
principal  among  which  are  the  increased  cost  of 
labor  and  materials  of  all  kinds,  and  legislation.  At 
the  time  of  making  estimates  for  the  year  of  1919, 
it  was  impossible  to  determine  exactly  what  the  costs 
for  the  several  departments  were  going  to  be  and 
the  estimates  at  that  time  were  made  with  the  idea 
of  keeping  them  as  low  as  possible  but  sufficient  to 
meet  the  required  needs  as  near  as  calculable.  The 
results  shown  emphasize  the  fact  that  prices  rose  a 
good  deal  more  during  the  year  than  had  been  anti- 
cipated and  the  estimates  for  1920  are  based  on  the 
experience  of  1919  with  the  supposition  that  prices 
will  not  change  materially  during  the  coming  year, 
either  one  way  or  the  other.  The  Selectmen  hope 
that  the  citizens  in  considering  the  appropriations 
estimated  for  the  coming  year  will  bear  these  facts 
in  mind. 

CHARLES  H.  WEARE,  Jr., 
THOMAS  E.  LILLY, 
ROBERT  H.  J.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 


5 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  DECEMBER  31,  1919 


LIABILITIES 

North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank, 

3  notes  of  $500.00  each,  one 

payable  October  27  of  each 

year     '  $1,500  00 

Interest  on  same  9  48 


$1,509  48 


ASSETS 

Due  from  State,  account  State 

Aid  $216  00 

Due  from  State,  account  Poor        716  33 

Due  from  individuals,  account 

moth  work  273  85 

Due  from  State,  account  High 

School  transportation  240  00 

Due  from  State,  account  High 

School  tuition  725  00 

Due  from  State,  account  even- 
ing schools  29  75 

Due  from  State,  account  teach- 
ers' salaries  500  00 

Due  from  State,  account  Board 

of  Health  400  00 

Due  from  State,  account  Moth 

Dept.  37  46 

Due  from  State,  account  Cen- 
ter Road  500  00 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  ac- 
count 1917  taxes  1,175  22 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  ac- 
count 1918  taxes  1,769  61 
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Due  from  Tax  Collector,  ac- 
count 1919  taxes  5,649  04 
Cash  on  hand  in  treasury  6,948  63 

 $19,180  89 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  town  $17,671  41 


SUMMARIES  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1919 


Town  incidentals  $1,328  42 
Poor  4,617  07 
Schools— Salaries  5,768  26 
Incidentals  and  re- 
pairs 1,089  78 
Supplies  302  57 
Fuel  715  93 
Transportation  3,490  00 
Superintendent  480  00 
Physician  100  00 
High  School  tuition       2,362  00 
Highways  2,635  83 
Removing  snow  82  26 
Bridges  and  railings  215  73 
Fire  Department  684  27 
State  Aid  216  00 
Library  669  61 
Village  Cemetery  262  43 
Center  Cemetery  276  00 
Street  lights  2,865  75 
Salaries  W  50 
Board  of  Health  653  92 
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Exterminating  moths 

886 

07 

Enforcement  of  law 

314 

74 

Enforcement  of  liquor  law 

4 

00 

Forest  fires 

174 

99 

Transportation  of  books 

25 

00 

Tree  Warden 

108 

50 

Police  protection 

1,000 

00 

Bonds — Treasurer  and  Collector 

70 

00 

Cement  sidewalks 

9 

00 

District    and    Public  Health 

Nurse 

1,238 

45 

Excise  tax 

373 

00 

Hydrant  service 

1,260 

00 

Insurance 

65 

99 

Oiling  highways 

1,200 

00 

Tolman,  Whiteley  and  Chapel 

Streets 

957 

57 

Mill  Street  and  Shaker  Road 

2,505 

58 

Soldiers'  Relief  Aid 

156 

00 

New  road  grader 

350 

00 

Transportation  of  voters 

8 

00 

Animal  indnstrv 

50 

00 

Spttlpmpnt  nf  taYPs 

348 

97 

JlcUcp  11U11  l(J  £\ti IUI  lltJLl  oUlUlcia, 

Sailors  and  TYTarinps 

Uuliwi  o    ci.XJ.vt    iTlui  ±xi 

699 

08 

Middlpsex    Countv   Farm  Ru- 

I'll  UUIV_Ov  i\                \_i  L4.XX  1  >          JL    Cl-L  XXX         U  11 

reau  Director 

25 

00 

Center  Common 

17 

00 

Memorial  Day 

75 

00 

Center  Road 

1,033 

95 

Lancaster  Road 

6,571 

28 

Leominster  Road 

1,102 

12 

$50,532  62 


8 


ESTIMATES  FOR  1920 


1. 

Schools 

$8,000 

00 

2. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

300 

00 

3. 

School  Physician 

150 

00 

4. 

High  School  Tuition 

1,500 

00 

5. 

Town  Poor 

2,500 

00 

6. 

Highways 

2,500 

00 

7. 

Bridges  and  Railings 

200 

00 

8. 

Fire  Department 

700 

00 

9. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

300 

00 

10. 

Library 

500 

00 

11. 

Payment  of  Notes 

500 

00 

Interest 

200 

00 

12. 

Memorial  Day 

75 

00 

13. 

Street  Lights 

2,500 

00 

14. 

Salaries 

1,100 

00 

15. 

Tree  Warden 

100 

00 

16. 

Exterminating  Moths 

654 

29 

17. 

Transportation  of  Books 

25 

00 

18. 

Board  of  Health 

500 

00 

19. 

Removing  Snow 

500 

00 

20. 

Insurance 

75 

00 

21. 

Forest  Fires 

100 

00 

22. 

Town  Incidentals 

1,200 

00 

23. 

Center  Common 

20 

00 

24. 

Transportation  of  Voters 

15 

00 
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STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1919 


INCIDENTALS 


Unexpended  balance  from  1918 

$568 

50 

Appropriation 

500 

00 

Rent  of  Town  Hall 

86 

00 

Reimbursement  account  Edu- 

.  cational   Independent  In- 

dustrial Schools 

10 

00 

Sealer's  fees 

39 

98 

Received  from  Dept.  of  Stand- 

ards of  Licenses 

16 

00 

Soldiers'  Exemption 

39 

75 

Shirley  Electric  Go. 

$19 

35 

T.  W.  Mankletow 

12 

75 

N.  E.  Tel.  and  Tel.  Go. 

29 

76 

W.  W.  Comstock 

6 

00 

National  Express  Go. 

1 

93 

H.  S.  Turner 

62 

25 

W.  A.  Cole 

4 

80 

J.  E.  Pomfret,  trustee 

10 

00 

J.  E.  Pomfret 

25 

00 

Charles  A.  Ford 

10 

00 

E.  H.  Allen 

17 

25 

Michael  Gionet 

5 

50 

Joseph  Murphy 

3 

50 

L.  G.  Holden 

7 

50 

Belisle  Printing  &  Publishing  Co. 

167 

73 

Thomas  J.  Gately 

10 

00 

Annie  M.  Desmond 

12 

00 

Thorp  &  Martin  Co. 

2 

36 

W.  H.  Brown 

14 

40 

$1,260  23 
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A.  G.  Dunn  79  02 

A.  L.  Parker  1  50 

Guy  B.  Cook  20  00 

J.  H.  Flynn  5  50' 

T.  J.  Lucy  7  50 

W.  A.  L.  Crockett  7  50 

J.  H.  McClellan  3  50 

Walter  Knowles  14  50 

A.  W.  Brownell  5  25 

Yawman  &  Erbe  Mfg.  Co.  3  60 

Harry  B.  Harding  1  25 

Financial  Publishing  Co.  1  50 

L.  L.  Applin  11  58 

Howard  M.  Longley  9  00 

Shirley  Village  Water  District  24  00 

Osborne  Mfg.  Co.  67  45 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.  1  45 

C.  H.  Weare,  Jr.  18  37 

Robert  H.  J.  Holden  6  36 

F.  W.  Glover  9  25 
News  Printing  Co.  11  05 
Bruce  Electric  Co.  3  60 
Bureau  of  Statistics  4  00 
Bobert  E.  Beed  11  97 
William  Gionet  145  00 
William  M.  Sargent  10  17 
N.  B.  Graves  40  00 
Estate  J.  H.  Stickney  4  00 
Gladyce  B.  Phelps  5  00 

*  Samson  Cordage  Works  95  01 

Graves  Bros.  2  62 

Boderick  Casavoy  6  50 

Carter's  Ink  Co.  1  53 

American  Bailway  Express  Co.  40 

G.  W.  Howe  25  00 
O.  W.  Balcom  13  00 
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L.  W.  Porter 
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George  P.  Davenport 
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T.  E.  Lilly 

15 

75 

 $1,328  42 

Overdrawn  $68  19 


POOR 


Appropriation 

$2,500 

00 

Received  from  State, 

aid  to 

mothers 

743 

59 

Received  from  sale  of 

surplus 

lumber 

6 

87 

Gash  paid  to  poor 

$1,904 

00 

Frank  Esielionis 

168 

09 

Main  Street  Garage 

2 

00 

News  Printing  Co. 

5 

75 

State  Board  of  Charity 

711 

11 

City  of  Fitchburg 

169 

15 

Myra  Johnson 

192 

00 

F.  H.  Wheeler 

43 

50 

$3,250  46 
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  $4,617  07 

Overdrawn  $1,366  61 


HIGHWAYS 

Appropriation  $1,500  00 

Appropriation  (to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  Massa- 
chusetts Highway  Commis- 
sion) 1,000  00 

 $2,500  00 


13 


Lester  G.  Holden 

$3 

00 

A.  A.  Adams 

457 

30 

Henry  Crowe 

12 

00 

Raymond  Wood 

27 

00 

Jerome  Wheeler 

14 

00 

Roston  and  IVfainp  R  R 

8 
*j 

09 

V/t/ 

uculgc  OdllLLCl &U119  JI. 

^0 

on 

uu 

1  J .   J.  V^ICUIL 

l^U 

00 

uu 

W  F  Hpwps 

00 

uu 

VJTCUliiC   OCLlJ.lt_.cl  U 

uu 

00 

uu 

«l  ci L1V    li VI c 1 11 1  o 

40 

90 

tl  .  JD.  Vj  I  v /  YY  C 

uo 

00 

uu 

Alvah  R  Wattnn 

xTLlVdll  J_>.    VV  dLLUll 

U 

00 

uu 

Clavton  M  Wells 

40 

50 

TTy'cs  n c    Rnc  nnno 
J/ 1  dllClO  JL>Ut>llllUC 

4^ 

00 

uu 

T  TVa  w r  o  v»/ 1    1\/T     T  nn  rfl  D'jr 

nuwdiu  ivi.  l^iKjxxgxicy 

14 

00 

uu 

JLidllC   YT.   A  idl  J 

1«J 

00 

UvJ 

f  nnanf  Rtosi    fir  n 
ljUlldlll  JUrlUo.  OL  v  ^  I J . 

Q 

7^ 

r.nrnmnnwpaltli     nf  lYTiK^aphii- 

VjUllllllUll  W  Cal  111      Ul  luaoOaUlu 

oCLLo,  JTllgllVVdJ'  v^UllllllloolUll 

1  ooo 

1  ,uuu 

00 

uu 

/\  1  f  t*o  Kncnnno 
i\lllC(l  JOLlallllUC 

u 

00 

uu 

Tnconn    I  oi'ffir 

ju&cijh  Vjdi  lci 

4^ 

ou 

c^iidinc  uriiuci  i 

97 

00 

uu 

T    W  Pnrtpr 

JLi.    VV  .   1  IH  LCI 

94 

VV  .    VV  .   l^UIilb  LUCK 

1 0^ 

^0 

«JU 

OdllllSUIl    LiUIUdgt  VVUlKb 

10 

1  u 

J  .    J?  .    Od  VV  111 

4 

00 

uu 

A  Roction 
i  V .  JDdoLlCll 

19 

^0 

tJU 

CJ.    JZrf.    CJl  CCI1U  LLgll 

10 

1U 

00 
uu 

1> .  Hi.  lvlCLdl  V^UIVCI  L  \A). 

Q4 

cjraves  joros. 

49 

VV  .  v^llCVlcLLC 

^0 

<JU 

Mike  Yuger 

34 

20 

A.  L.  Parker 

21 

00 

E.  M.  Davis 

21 

00 

Henry  Sampson 

10 

80 

14 


-1.  AvJi.  dUC    vJdUl  UoUIl 

1  O  AA 

lo  00 

A    St    Tnli  n  I.- 

rl,    Ol.   JU1111,  J  I  . 

A  A  AC\ 

14  40 

xx.  r\.  i  V 1 1  c  I  HIS 

A    PC  A 

4  50 

o  aa 
o  00 

1  7  QA 
1  /  oO 

Litslcl  RiVcIS 

H  OA 

/  zO 

Avpt*  HarHwarp  fn 

7  V  1     1  1  c!  1_  VI  \Y  c  l  I  v.    V  ^  V  /  . 

ct  llvJJLldl  JjjXJJI  VjO. 

Pi 

0  OO 

vv.   £\.    VV  ill IC 

*7  AQ 

/  Oo 

M.  A.  MacElroy 

11  50 

Clarissa  Bathrick 

15  00 

R.  0.  Hatch 

14  00 

  $2,635  83 

Oyerdrawn  $135  83 


REMOVING  SNOW 
Appropriation  $500  00 

A.  A.  Adams  $18  50 

A.  L.  Parker  7  00 

P.  Shucrowe  43  51 

L.  G.  Holden  1  50 

Israel  Devarney  7  75 

W.  E.  Barnard  4  00 

  $82  26 


Unexpended  $417  74 


NEW  ROAD  GRADER 
Appropriation  §350  00 

N.  E.  Road  Machinery  Co.  $350  00 
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BRIDGES  AND  RAILINGS 

Appropriation    ($150.00  to  be  used  on 

bridge  on  Catacunemaug  Road)  $250  00 


H.  W.  McCoy 

$5 

20 

David  B.  Marsh 

5 

20 

A.  A.  Adams 

28 

00 

Estate  of  L.  W.  Phelps 

98 

22 

Henry  Crowe 

21 

00 

Raymond  Wood 

27 

00 

George  H.  Bixby 

6 

00 

George  Sanderson,  Jr. 

9 

00 

Lester  G.  Holden 

1 

20 

A.  A.  Cooke 

4 

41 

David  T.  Lambert 

10 

50 

$215  73 


Unexpended  $34  27 


STATE  AID 
John  C.  Ayers  $72  00 

H.  A.  Sawtell  72  00 

W.  H.  Cram  72  00 

  $216  00 

Due  from  State  for  1919  account  $216  00 

Received  from  State  for  1918  account  $567  00 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  LIBRARY  BOOKS 
Appropriation  $25  00 

A.  B.  Cram  $25  00 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
Appropriation  $700  00 


C.  R.  White 

$38 

73 

Wilfred  Quinty 

6 

00 

Main  Street  Garage 

13 

00 

Frank  Gala 

2 

50 

Joseph  Bertozzi 

2 

50 

Shirley  Electric  Co. 

15 

70 

Shirley  Mills 

3 

39 

John  Gilmartin 

231 

20 

C.  J.  Stebbins 

32 

50 

George  Wilson 

29 

00 

Joseph  Murphy 

32 

50 

Daniel  Harley 

5 

00 

Levi  Landry 

10 

00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

4 

16 

American  LaFrance  Fire  En- 

gine Co. 

55 

00 

Theo  Lambert 

2 

50 

C.  J.  Stebbins 

74 

William  Gilmartin 

14 

96 

Walter  Woods 

23 

00 

F.  H.  Wheeler 

10 

00 

S.  V.  W.  D. 

8 

00 

Guy  R.  Cook 

40 

00 

A.  Bastien 

8 

30 

Samson  Cordage  Works 

95 

59 

 -     $684  27 

Unexpended  $15  73 
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LIBRARY 


Appropriation 

$350 

00 

Unexpended  balance  from  1918 

89 

59 

Income  from  dog  tax 

AAA 

200 

b4 

Income  from  Longley  fund 

11 

37 

Shirley  Electric  Go. 

$10 

35 

W.  H.  Brown 

95 

50 

Altie  F.  Howe 

90 

95 

Grace  M.  Kilburn 

95 

25 

E.  M.  Davis 

12 

00 

Estate  of  L.  W.  Phelps 

16 

88 

H.  E.  Remington  &  Go. 

1 

58 

F.  W.  Holden 

39 

75 

Belisle  Printing  and  Publishing 

Co. 

5 

00 

National  Express  Co. 

61 

F.  H.  Wheeler 

56 

42 

Nichols  &  Frost 

150 

40 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co. 

6 

00 

News  Printing  Co. 

3 

50 

C.  R.  White 

5 

00 

Daniel  Harley 

5 

00 

Samson  Cordage  Works 

1 

87 

William  Gionet 

14 

50 

W.  A.  Cole 

6 

25 

Shirley  Village  Water  District 

8 

00 

Arthur  T.  White 

43 

00 

Robert  Read 

1 

80 

$651  60 


  $669  61 

Overdrawn  $18  01 
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VILLAGE  CEMETERY 
Balance    forward    from  1918 


account 

$442 

68 

Income  from   perpetual  care 

lots 

101 

59 

Income  from  Gardner,  Longley 

and  Henry  funds 

57 

00 

A.  A.  Adams 

$17 

50 

Henry  Crowe 

3 

00 

Raymond  Wood 

3 

00 

Alfred  Bushnoe 

34 

50 

Elmer  E.  Wilkins 

3 

38 

Earle  G.  Frary 

30 

00 

Shirley  Village  Water  District 

4 

00 

W.  H.  Brown 

1 

60 

Francis  Bushnoe 

6 

00 

0.  W.  Balcom 

18 

20 

0.  I.  Cutter 

6 

00 

Charlie  Gilbert 

7 

50 

G.  W.  Howe 

125 

00 

C.  R.  White 

2 

75 

$601  27 


  $262  43 

Unexpended  balance  carried  forward 

to  1920  account  $338  81 


MEMORIAL  DAY 

Appropriation 

George  S.  Boutwell  Post  48,  G.  A.  R. 

19 


$75  00 
$75  00 


CENTER  CEMETERY 


Ralance    forward    from  1918 

account  $78  28 

Income   from   perpetual  care 

lots  140  14 


George  Sedileau 

George  Sanderson,  Jr. 

Jack  Adams 

J.  R.  Crowe 

Earle  G.  Frary 

A.  A.  Adams 

Joseph  Cartier 

O.  I.  Cutler 

O.  W.  Balcom 

Graves  Bros. 

G.  W.  Howe 

Overdrawn 


$3  00 
15  00 
12  00 
24  00 
6  00 

3  00 
18  00 

4  50 
12  00 

50 
178  00 


$218  42 


$276  00 
$57  58 


SALARIES 


Appropriation 

M.  E.  Lawrence,  Assessor 

$95 

00 

A.  G.  Dunn,  Assessor 

152 

50 

F.  W.  Holden,  Treasurer 

200 

00 

A.  G.  Dunn,  Clerk 

100 

00 

W.  A.  Routillier,  Assessor 

90 

00 

C.  H.  Weare,  Jr.,  Selectman 

125 

00 

Robert  H.  J.  Holden,  Selectman 

200 

00 

T.  E.  Lilly,  Selectman 

125 

00 

Overdrawn 


$1,000  00 


$1,087  50 
$87  50 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Appropriation 


$500  00 


Vj>.  j.  .reirce 

$10 

00 

National  Express  Co. 

1 

96 

Walter  Knowles 

109 

30 

XI.  JJ.  1  lOWC 

2 

00 

Hobbs  &  Warren 

14 

00 

Thomas  E.  Lilly 

73 

50 

Clinton  Hospital  Association 

403 

50 

Brockelman  Bros. 

4 

66 

L.  G.  Holden 

32 

50 

News  Printing  Co. 

2 

50 

  $653  92 

Overdrawn  $153  92 


EXTERMINATING  MOTHS 


Appropriation 

$574 

76 

Received  from  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts,  account 

State  Forestry  Department 

32 

66 

A.  A.  Adams 

$289 

50 

Henry  B.  Crowe 

21 

00 

Raymond  Wood 

21 

00 

J.  Gushing  Co. 

22 

00 

Walter  Woods 

6 

00 

Francis  Bushnoe 

9 

00 

D.  P.  Credit 

17 

50 

J.  B.  Crowe 

27 

00 

Joseph  Cartier 

24 

00 

Charlie  Gilbert 

15 

00 

$607  42 
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Main  Street  Garage  5  76 

Graves  Bros.  1  27 

A.  St.  John,  Jr.  10  80 

Lester  Rivers  122  80 

George  Sanderson,  Jr.  89  20 

G.  A.  Devarney  8  24 

J.  E.  Adams  196  00 


  $886  07 

Overdrawn  $278  65 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  LAW 

Appropriation  $200  00 

Received  for  use  of  telephone  3  25 


L.  W.  Porter 

$5  00 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co. 

34  04 

A.  B.  Cram 

12  50 

Main  Street  Garage 

20  80 

George  A.  Stebbins 

18  27 

James  F.  Sawin 

80  09 

Shirley  Electric  Co. 

3  10 

Walter  Knowles 

12  00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

4  04 

Fitchburg  Hardware  Co. 

42  55 

Fred  E.  Abbey 

22  80 

Fred  Smith 

4  00 

T.  C.  Burrill 

2  00 

P.  J.  Beatty 

13  00 

H.  E.  Lawrence 

1  50 

Brockelman  Bros. 

1  05 

James  H.  McMahon 

38  00 

$203  25 


314  74 


Overdrawn  $111  49 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  LIQUOR  LAW 
Appropriation  $150  00 

Walter  Knowles  $2  00 

George  A.  Stebbins  2  00 

  $4  00 


Unexpended  bafance  $146  00 


FOREST  FIRES 
Appropriation  $100  00 

C.  A.  McCarthy  $3  64 

John  Gilmartin  122  00 

Frank  Onners  6  50 

Main  Street  Garage  3  00 

Lester  G.  Holden  2  50 

Walter  Woods  7  50 

A.  G.  Dunn  4  50 

C.  R.  White  35 

A.  A.  Adams  25  00 

  $174  99 


Overdrawn  $74  99 


STREET  LIGHTS 

Appropriation  $3,700  00 

Unexpended  balance  of  1918  201  50 

Shirley  Electric  Co.  $2,850  00 

Town  of  Groton  15  75 


$3,901  50 


$2,865  75 


Unexpended  balance  $l,03o  7o 

23 


9 


TREE  WARDEN 

$100  00 ~ 

$3  00 

3  00 
54  00 
12  00 

•     32  00 

4  50 

  $108  50 

$8  50 


POLICE  PROTECTION 


Appropriation  $1,200  00 

James  F.  Sawin  $1,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  $200  00 


BOND  OF  TREASURER  AND  TAX  COLLECTOR 
Appropriation  $70  00 

S.  LeRoy  Longley  $70  00 


Appropriation 

Henry  B.  Crowe 
Raymond  Wood 
A.  A.  Adams 
J.  E.  Adams 
Lester  Rivers 
C.  R.  White 

Overdrawn 


CEMENT  SIDEWALKS 
Appropriation  $800  00 

A.  H.  Weeks  $1  00 

E.  H.  Longley  8  00 

  $9  00 


Unexpended  balance  $791  00 

■  24 
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DISTRICT  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

Appropriation  $1,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  of  1918         272  45 

 $1,272  45 

Kathryn  Murnane  $1,200  00 

A.  B.  Cram  21  90 

Brockelman  Bros.  6  55 

A.  L.  Parker  10  00 

  $1,238  45 


Unexpended  balance  $34  00^ 


HYDRANT  SERVICE 
Appropriation  $1,260  00 

Shirley  Village  Water  District  $1,260  00 


INSURANCE 

Appropriation  $75  00 

S.  LeRoy  Longley  $65  99 


Unexpended  balance  $9  01 


OILING  HIGHWAYS 
Appropriation  $1,200  00 

The  Texas  Co.  $585  87 

Massachusetts  Highway  Com- 
mission 614  13 

  $1,200  00 


25; 


EXCISE  TAX 


Balance  from  1918  account  $275  31 

Tax-  for  1919  295  33 


A.  A.  Adams 

$85 

00 

E.  M.  Davis 

56 

00 

L.  Rivers 

10 

80 

J.  E.  Adams 

18 

00 

G.  Sanderson 

14 

40 

E.  M.  Davis 

1 

40 

A.  L.  Parker 

35 

00 

J.  Cartier 

18 

00 

A.  Bastien 

18 

00 

C.  Pepineau 

14 

40 

C.  Hibbert 

14 

40 

C.  Leavitt 

7 

20 

A.  St.  John 

14 

40 

A.  St.  John,  Jr. 

10 

80 

C.  J.  Bruso 

41 

00 

D.  P.  Credit 

7 

00 

Horace  Sampson 

3 

60 

Henry  Sampson 

3 

60 

$570  64 


$373  00 

Unexpended  balance  carried  forward 

to  1920  account  $197  64 


ANIMAL  INDUSTRY 
Lester  G.  Holden  $50  00 

Received  from  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts one-half  of  this  amount  $25  00 

26 


/ 


TOLMAN,  WHITELEY 
Appropriation 


AND 


CHAPEL  STREETS 
$1,000  00 


A.  A.  Adams 

$156 

25 

E.  M.  Davis 

70 

00 

A.  L.  Parker 

182 

00 

J.  Cartier 

96 

60 

A.  Bastien 

64 

80 

A.  St.  John 

48 

60 

L.  Pepineau 

66 

60 

L.  Rivers 

21 

60 

E.  F.  Hunt  . 

1 

60 

C.  J.  Bruso 

104 

20 

A.  St.  John,  Jr. 

52 

20 

H.  Sampson 

37 

80 

C.  Hibbert 

30 

60 

N.  E.  Metal  Culvert  Co. 

22 

22 

National  Express  Co. 

2 

50 

$957  57 


Unexpended  balance  $42  43 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  VOTERS 
Appropriation  $15  00 

Wilfred  Chevrette  $8  00 


Unexpended  balance  $7  00 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF  AID 
Lucy  A.  Deering 

27 


$156  00 


MILL  STREET  AND  SHAKER  ROAD 


Appropriation 

$2,000 

00 

Received    from    Roston  and 

Maine  R.  R.,  refunds 

29 

26 

A.  A.  Adams 

$91 

00 

E.  M.  Davis 

28 

00 

C.  J.  Bruso 

24 

00 

Boston  and  Maine  R.  R. 

237 

09 

A.  L.  Parker 

94 

50 

J.  Cartier 

70 

60 

A.  Rastien 

27 

00 

L.  Pepineau 

3 

60 

Henry  Sampson 

50 

40 

Horace  Sampson 

46 

80 

A.  St.  John,  Jr. 

3 

60 

A.  St.  John 

3 

60 

C.  Hibbert 

12 

60 

George  Sanderson,  Jr. 

7 

20 

D.  P.  Credit 

52 

50 

L.  Rivers 

28 

80 

Samson  Cordage  Works 

20 

50 

P.  Genoit 

3 

60 

C.  Genoit 

3 

60 

George  Renoit 

150 

00 

Massachusetts  Rroken  Stone  Co. 

545 

30 

A.  Bastien 

19 

80 

J.  E.  Adams 

19 

80 

P.  Boucher 

12 

60 

George  Cortis 

7 

00 

N.  E.  Metal  Culvert  Co. 

24 

42 

National  Express  Co. 

2 

75 

Standard  Oil  Co. 

336 

00 

C.  R.  White 

16 

00 

F.  H.  Wheeler 

66 

94 

28 


The  Barrett  Co. 
City  of  Leominster 
W.  W.  Comstock 
Harry  Wheeler 
Patrick  Shucrowe 


Overdrawn 


397  30 
79  18 
10  50 
3  60 
5  40 


$2,505  58 
$476  32 


SETTLEMENT  OF  TAXES 

Ralph    S.    Wheeler,  account 

1915  taxes  $2  25 
Ralph    S.    Wheeler,  account 

1916  taxes  7  10 
Ralph    S.    Wheeler,  account 

1917  taxes  25  48 
Ralph    S.    Wheeler,  account 

1918  taxes  41  66 
Ralph    S.    Wheeler,  account 

1919  taxes  ,    272  48 


$348  97 


CENTER  COMMON 
Appropriation  $20  00 

Thomas  Mankletow  $3  00 

William  E.  Barnard  14  00 

  $17  00 


Unexpended  balance 
29 


$3  00 


RECEPTION  TO  RETURNED  SOLDIERS,  SAILORS 
AND  MARINES 


Appropriation 

$200 

00 

Appropriation  at  Special  Meet- 

ing 

500 

00 

Reimbursement  from  sale  of 

surplus  supplies 

25 

50 

Whitehead  &  Hoae  Co 

154 

21 

C  R  White 

50 

00 

Estate  of  L  W  Phelns 

23 

72 

RiT»pkplman  Ri*r»*i 

171  VI l^lv 1 1 1 1  CI  J  1    JLJ1  wo. 
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37 

00 

17  V7 

J.  E.  Pomfret,  trustee 

15 

00 

I V  1)1  J  CI  l  11 .  J.  XlUlLlcll 

9 

K7 

Daniel  Harley 

ZD 

no 

C.  R.  White 

16 

40 

William  Gionet 

5 

60 

News  Printing  Co. 

52 

65 

A.  L.  Parker 

4 

50 

Alice  L.  Wright 

2 

00 

Conant  Rros.  &  Co. 

1 

05 

G.  J.  Andrew 

3 

00 

John  P.  Esielionis 

28 

00 

Shirley  Cash  Market 

1 

18 

$699  08 


Unexpended  balance  $26  42 
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CENTER  ROAD 
Appropriation  $1,000  00 


A.  L.  Parker 

$266 

00 

D.  P.  Credit 

112 

50 

D.  J.  Credit 

52 

50 

A.  A.  Adams 

45 

00 

J.  Cartier 

16 

20 

A.  Bastien 

21 

60 

Horace  Sampson 

52 

20 

Henry  Sampson 

48 

60 

J.  E.  Adams 

7 

20 

L.  Rivers 

21 

60 

C.  J.  Rruso 

82 

80 

George  Benoit 

5 

00 

W.  Chevrette 

14 

00 

C.  Hebbert 

18 

00 

W.  W.  Comstock 

92 

75 

H.  Wheeler 

21 

60 

P.  Boucher 

21 

60 

P.  Shucrowe 

50 

40 

T.  H.  Evans 

42 

00 

Harry  Wheeler 

32 

40 

  $1,033  95 

Overdrawn  $33  95 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  FARM  BUREAU  DIRECTOR 
Appropriation  $25  00 

Middlesex  County  Farm  Bureau  $25  00 
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LANCASTER  ROAD 


Appropriation 

$3,000 

00 

Received  from  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts,  Highway 

Commission 

1,779 

45 

Received  f    from  Middlesex 

County 

":  .  ? 

1,779 

46 

C.  J.  Bruso 

$111 

00 

Joseph  Cartier 

190 

17 

Raymond  Farnsworth 

•  75 

60 

Fred  E.  Smith 

75 

60 

George  R.  Hooper 

93 

00 

J.  B.  Crowe 

70 

00 

E.  M.  Davis 

758 

13 

L.  W.  Porter 

156 

62 

A.  A.  Adams 

675 

00 

Samson  Cordage  Works 

10 

50 

Wilfred  Ghevrette 

165 

38 

W.  F.  Hewes 

172 

38 

Adolphus  Bastien 

177 

55 

Joseph  Murphy 

154 

60 

George  Sanderson,  Jr. 

143 

30 

Alvah  B.  Watton 

48 

00 

William  Huntley 

69 

00 

Harold  Thompson 

86 

80 

Estate  of  L.  W.  Phelps 

5 

60 

W.  W.  Comstock 

240 

62 

H.  M.  Longley 

84 

00 

Gilbert  Evans 

25 

80 

Lester  Rivers 

158 

00 

Mike  Yuger 

89 

•60 

Qtis  Metcalf 

7 

00 

Vernon  Woods 

58 

00 

A.  L.  Parker 

528 

52 

32 
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00 
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X.  Thomas 

28 

00 

S.  Thomas 

10 

00 

Town  of  Dracut 

144 

00 

M.  A.  MacElroy 

10 

15 

 $6,571  28 

Overdrawn  $12  37 


LEOMINSTER  ROAD 

Appropriation 

Massachusetts  Highway  Commission 


Unexpended  balance 

33 


$1,300  00 
$1,102  12 

$197  88 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


Appropriation  $2,500  00 

Total  amount  paid  out  $4,617  07 


Received  from  State  $743  59 
Received  for  lumber  6  87 

Due  from  State  un- 
der Chapter  763, 
Acts  of  1913  716  33 

 $1,466  79 

  $3,150  28 

Overdrawn  $650  28 


Total  number  of  persons  aided  57 

In  town  47 

Out  of  town  10 

Total  number  at  present  33 

In  town  23 

Out  of  town  10 


Two  persons  have  died  and  one  shot  himself. 

The  high  prices  paid,  caused  by  scarcity  of 
labor  since  the  war,  have  not  helped  this  depart- 
ment. Instead,  we  have  had  more  calls  than  ever; 
some  we  have  granted  and  some  not.  There  are  a 
few  people  who  seem  to  want  to  add  to  our  number 
of  poor,  also  making  extra  expense  for  this  depart- 
ment. 

CHARLES  J.  PEIRCE,  M.  D., 
THOMAS  S.  GATELY, 
M.  E.  LAWRENCE, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor, 


EXPENDITURES 


Cash  paid  to  individuals  $1,896  00 

Joe  Koreyer,  rent  8  00 

A.  L.  Shearer,  rent  72  00 

Frank  Esielionis,  groceries  168  09 

Graves  Bros.,  groceries  85  12 

Conant  Bros.,  groceries  144  88 

G.  R.  White,  groceries  k  76  22 
M.  W.  Farnsworth,  milk  2  40 
Arthur  G.  Dunn,  milk  16  94 
F.  H.  Wheeler,  wood  43  50 
L.  W.  Porter,  wood  5  00 
Goodnow,  Pearson,  clothing  23  08 
Joseph  Casavoy,  clothing  2  19 
W.  A.  Fuller,  lumber  107  11 

H.  E.  McCoy,  labor  37  21 
Fred  Rich,  labor  30  10 
M.  E.  Lawrence,  hardware  and 

labor  8  48 
State  Board  of  Charities,  board  518  61 
Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, board  192  50 
Mrs.  Myria  Johnson,  board  192  00 
W.  W.  Comstock,  board  102  00 
City  of  Fitchburg  169  15 
Town  of  Athol  347  28 
W.  E.  King,  Undertaker  60  00 
Clinton  Hospital  103  15 
Brockelman  Bros.,  prescriptions  4  41 
C.  J.  Peirce,  medical  attendance  29  00 
Thomas  S.  Gately,  salary  25  00 
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C.  J.  Peirce,  salary 

35  00 

M.  E..  Lawrence,  salary 

75  00 

News  Printing  Co. 

5  75 

Joseph  Gasavoy,  auto 

2  00 

Hobbs  &  Warren 

1  25 

M.  E,  Lawrence,  stamps,  etc. 

11  65 

Thomas  Gately 

2  50 

Amos  L.  Parker,  team 

1  50 

C.  J.  Peirce,  telephones 

3  00 

Mrs.  Sarah  Baril,  auto 

10  00 

  $4,617  07 
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Report  of  the 
SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Shirley,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  my  report  as 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  year  begin- 
ning January  JLst,  1919,  and  ending  December  31st, 
1919: 

Before  assuming  my  new  duties  I  first  visited 
all  places  of  business  where  weights  and  measures 
were  in  use,  with  a  view  of  determining  the  actual 
condition  of  all  measuring  appliances.  This  inspec- 
tion was  superficial,  but  it  convinced  me  that  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of  scales  in  need  of  ad- 
justment. None  of  the  scales  were  sealed  for  1918, 
a  few  bore  the  seals  of  previous  years,  while  the 
majority  had  no  official  mark  to  indicate  that  they 
had  been  sealed  within  recent  years. 

My  visits  to  the  various  places  of  business  con- 
vinced me  that  the  merchants  were  eager  to  co- 
operate with  me  in  having  their  weights  and  meas- 
ures sealed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  Indeed  they  manifested  as  good  a  spirit 
and  as  earnest  a  desire  to  give  full  value  for  the 
amount  paid  as  any  of  the  merchants  whom  I  have 
visited  in  other  localities. 

Peddlers  and  ice  dealers  were  instructed  in  re- 
gard to  the  proper  scales  to  use  in  their  respective 
lines  of  business  and  they  assured  your  sealer  of 
their  willingness  to  comply  with  the  regulations  gov- 
erning their  business. 
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It  was  my  duty,  however,  to  prosecute  one  ped- 
dler, who,  after  repeated  warnings,  failed  to  comply 
with  the  law.  This  peddler  was  subsequently  fined 
by  the  court. 

The  present  high  cost  of  all  commodities  de- 
mands that  the  purchasing  public  receive  full  meas- 
ure for  full  price.  It  is  the  work  of  the  sealer  to  see 
that  the  public  is  protected  to  the  extent  that  all 
measuring  appliances  are  accurate.  The  sealer  will 
endeavor  to  see  to  it  that  only  accurate  weights  and 
measures  are  used  and  he  assures  the  townspeople 
that  he  is  ready  to  investigate  any  complaint  which 
they  make  where  there  is  evidence  of  short  weight 
or  measure. 

Permit  me  to  thank  you  honorable  gentlemen  for 
the  hearty  co-operation  extended  to  me  during  the 
year. 

Fees  paid  to  Town  Treasurer  $39.98 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  P.  DAVENPORT, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Shirley : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1919: 

Whole  number  of  arrests  56,  classified  as  fol- 
lows: 


Assault 
Drunkenness 
Disturbance  of  peace 
Insane 

Larceny  of  automobile 
Breaking  and  entering 
Disorderly  conduct 
Destitute  children 
Search  warrants  for  stolen  goods 
Larceny 

Runaway  boys  caught 

Operating  automobile  without  license,  oper- 
ating automobile  so  as  to  endanger  lives, 
reckless  driving,  evading  carfare,  indecent 
assault,  unnatural  act,  *using  false  scale, 
peddling  without  license,  search  warrant 
for  liquors,  bastardy  1  each 

Aggregate  of  fines  imposed  $90.00 

Aggregate  of  terms  of  imprisonment        33  months 
Four  venires  have  been  served  on  the  Selectmen 

for  jurymen  to  serve  at  the  Superior  Court  at  East 
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Cambridge  and  the  following  named  gentlemen  were 
drawn  to  serve:  Timothy  J.  Lucy,  Francis  E.  Park, 
Fred  E.  Sleeper  and  Michael  Gionet. 

Three  alarms  of  fire  have  been  given;  two  build- 
ings have  been  found  unlocked  and  secured. 

Eleven  summonses  have  been  served  for  out  of 
town  officers. 

My  house  is  used  as  police  headquarters,  and 
87  house  calls  and  108  telephone  calls  have  been 
answered. 

The  proximity  of  a  large  military  camp  has  at 
times  made  it  difficult  to  maintain  the  best  of  order, 
but  the  authorities  in  charge  at  Camp  Devens  have 
been  ever  ready  to  assist  in  every  way  possible. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  all 
citizens  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  F.  SAWIN, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


RECEIPTS 

t^ash  on  hand  January  1, 1919     $14,598  84 

Worcester  North  Savings  Insti- 
tution, temporary  loans        10,000  00 

Fitchburg  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  in- 
terest on  deposits  176  15 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Income  of  School  Fund  1,037  07 

Soldiers  exemption  39  75 

Corporation  tax  (business)  9,575  22 
Corporation    tax  (public 

service)  274  37 

Income  tax  2,197  71 

National  Bank  tax  135  41 
Reimbursement  for  loss  of 

taxes  240  87 

Inspection  of  animals  25  00 

High  school  tuition  928  50 
Transportation     of  high 

school  pupils  658  52 
Tuition  of  children  368  88 
Aid  to  mothers  421  09 
State  Aid  889  50 
State  Forester  32  66 
Educational  Indept.  Indus- 
trial Schools  10  00 
Highway  Commission  1,779  45 
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^Department  of  Standards 

and  Licenses  16  00 

Superintendent  of  Schools        250  00 

International  Trust  Income : 

Gardner,  Longley  &  Henry 

funds  57  00 

Longley  school  fund  296  14 

Parker  school  fund  221  98 

G.  H.  Brown,  account  superin- 
tendent of  schools  250  00 

Fitchburg  &  Leominster  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  refund  on  school  tickets       36  33 

City  of  Fitchburg,  refund  on 

tuition   -  33  00 

Robert  H.  J.  Holden,  refund  on 

tickets  5  47 

Lura  A.  White,  school  tickets 

sold  12  85 

County  of  Middlesex,  account 

Lancaster  Road  1,779  46 

Amount  withdrawn  from  in- 
come on  Village  Cemetery 
funds  as  per  schedule  101  59 

Amount  withdrawn  from  in- 
come on  Center  Cemetery 
funds  as  per  schedule  140  14 

Worcester  North  Savings  Insti- 
tution, income  Longley  li- 
brary fund  11  37 

County  of  Middlesex,  dog  tax  200  64 

Town  of  Lancaster,  tuition  17  25 

George  H.  Anderson,  tuition  30  00 

C.  L.  Rudderham,  tuition  7  50 
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Frederick  W.  Holden,  Admr., 
perpetual   care  James  F. 


Brown  cemetery  lot 

100 

00 

Cynthia  R.  Mason  Estate,  per- 

petual  care  Whitney-Mason 

cemetery  lot 

100 

00 

Sophia  Lawton  Estate,  perpet- 

ual care  Jephthah  Lawton 

cemetery  lot 

100 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  perpetual  care  of 

Franklin  Lawton  cemetery 

lot 

100 

00 

C.  R.  White,  returned  account 

committee  on  reception  for 

returned  soldiers 

1 

75 

Joseph  Murphy,  sale  4  settees 

2 

0,0 

Shirley  Club  for  Service,  turkey 

sold 

11 

25 

Roy  Rurchstead,  lumber  sold 

12 

50 

Overseers  of  Poor,  lumber  sold 

6 

87 

James  F.  Sawin,  telephones 

3 

25 

Norman    Graves,    rent  Town 

Hall 

65 

50 

Thomas  Manktelow,  rent  Town 

Hall 

15 

50 

W.  A.  Brown,  rent  Town  Hall 

5 

00 

C.  J.  Stebbins,  rent  Engine  Hall 

16 

00 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  refund  on 

freight  bills 

29 

26 

Walter  Knowles,  milk  licenses 

5 

00 

John  Esielionis,  produce  and 

victualler's  license 

29 

00 

John  Geo.  Geant,  victualler's 

license 

1 

00 
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Charles  Gordin,  bowling  license 

1 

00 

H.  H.  Chapman,  innholder's  li- 

cense 

1 

00 

Joseph  Koreyno,  pool  and  vie- 

X                          J          ~  X 

tualler's  license 

16 

00 

Roderick  Casavoy,  auto  dealer's 

license 

1 

00 

National  Express  Co.,  pony  ex- 

press license 

1 

00 

G.  P.  Davenport,  sealer's  fees 

39 

98 

H.  Perlstein,  junk  license 

30 

00 

Hyman  Gass,  junk  license 

30 

00 

Frank  Esielionis  and  D.  S.  Lam- 

bert, slaughtering  license 

1 

00 

Ralph  S.  Wheeler,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1916 

208 

63 

Ralph  S.  Wheeler,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1917 

962 

79 

Ralph  S.  Wheeler,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1918 

4,317 

64 

Ralph  S.  Wheeler,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1919 

22,128 

88 

EXPENDITURES 

North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank, 

note  due  October  27,  1919 

$500 

00 

North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank, 

interest 

70 

00 

W.  N.  S.  L,  temporary  loan 

10,000 

00 

W.  N.  S.  L,  interest 

•  81 

15 

James  F.  Brown  cemetery  fund 

invested 

100 

00 

$75,198  51 
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Cynthia  R.  Mason  cemetery 
fund  invested 

Jephthah  Lawton  cemetery 
fund  invested 

Franklin  Lawton  cemetery 
fund  invested 

Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, repairs  State  High- 
ways 

Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, state  tax 

County  of  Middlesex,  county  tax 

Selectmen's  orders 

Cash  on  hand,  December  31, 
1919 


100  00 


100  00 


100  00 


259  90 

4,314  20 
2,091  01 
50,532  62 

6,949  63 


$75,198  51 
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VILLAGE   CEMETERY  FUNDS   IN  HANDS  OF 
TOWN  TREASURER 


Balance         Income    Withdrawn  Balance 
Fund  Dec.  31,  1918       1919  1919      Dec.  31, 1919 
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Mary  F.  Pope 

105 

76 

4 

79 

4 
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76 

David  Porter 

100 

00 

4 

55 

4 

55 

100 

00 

R.  M.  Priest 

106 

88 

4 

84 

4 

84 

106 

88 

Sara  G.  Rugg 

100 

00 

4 

07 

4 

07 

100 
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William  Sawtell 

106 

88 

4 

84 

4 

84 
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88 

A.  M.  Spaulding 
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00 

4 

06 

4 

06 
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00 

Emery  Williams 

106 

88 

4 

84 

4 

84 

106 

88 

Totals        $2,212  91  $101  59  $101  59  $2,412  91 
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CENTER    CEMETERY   FUNDS    IN   HANDS  OF 
TOWN  TREASURER 


Balance 
Fund  Dec.  31,  1918 

Esther  L.  Brown  $125  00 
Geo.  E.  Chandler  114  09 
N.  C.  Day  220  00 

Daniel  Dodge  122  07 
Ruf  us  Fletcher  122  07 
Mary  J.  Hastings  104  58 
Susan  H.  Hildreth  105  08 
LukeHolden  126  00 
Luther  Holden  108  94 
Philemon  Holden  100  00 
Abbott  A.  Jenkins  100  00 
E.  A.  Jenkins  120  00 
Capt.  A.  H.  Kelsey  100  00 
Laura  E.  King  130  74 
Jephthah  Lawton 
William  Little  119  24 
Samuel  Longley  125  00 
Cynthia  R.  Mason 
Sarah  Mills  120  97 

Sally  M.Page  400  00 
L.  S.  Phelps  117  52 

George  E.  Rice  112  00 
Julia  C.  Wing  112  22 
Grace  E.  Winslow  100  00 
H.  A.  Woods         122  01 


Income 

Withdrawn 

Balance 

1919 

1919 

Dec.  31, 1919 

$5  68 

$5  68 

$125  00 

5  18 

5  18 

114  09 

9  99 

9  99 

220  00 

5  54 

5  54 

122  07 

5  54 

5  54 

122  07 

4  73 

4  73 

104  58 

4  77 

4  77 

105  08 

5  72 

5  72 

126  00 

4  93 

4  93 

108  94 

4  55 

4  55 

100  00 

4  55 

4  55 

100  00 

5  45 

5  45 

120  00 

4  55 

4  55 

100  00 

5  92 

5  92 

130  74 

1  34 

1  34 

100  00 

5  40 

5  40 

119  25 

5  69 

5  69 

125  00 

1  33 

1  33 

100  00 

5  47 

5  47 

120  97 

18  20 

18  20 

400  00 

5  34 

5  34 

117  52 

5  09 

5  09 

112  00 

5  09 

5  09 

112  22 

4  55 

4  55 

100  00 

5  54 

5  54 

122  01 

Totals        $3,027  53  $140  14  $140  14  $3,227  53 
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LIBRARY  FUND  IN  HANDS  OF  TOWN 
TREASURER 

Balance         Income    Withdrawn  Balance 
Fund  Dec.  31,  1918       1919  1919       Dec.  31, 1919 

Samuel  Longley  $250  00    $11  37    $11  37     $250  00 


WORTHY  POOR  FUND  IN  HANDS  OF  TOWN 
TREASURER 

Balance         Income    Withdrawn  Balance 
Fund  Dec.  31,1918       1919  1919       Dec.  31, 1919 

N.  C.  Day        $1,071  65    $48  49  *$10  70  $1,109  44 


*Paid  to  Overseers  of  Poor 


TRUST  FUNDS  IN  HANDS  OF  INTERNATIONAL 
TRUST  CO. 


Longley  School  Fund  $6,073  75 

Parker  School  Fund  5,229  07 

Gardner  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Longley  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Henry  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 


The  Treasurer  asks  for  $500.00  to  pay  note  due 
October  27,  1920,  and  $200.00  for  interest  on  town 
debt  and  temporary  loans. 

FREDERICK  W.  HOLDEN, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Shirley: 

Gentlemen — I  received  from  the  Town  Clerk  on 
July  11  a  list  of  unlicensed  dogs.  I  notified  the  own- 
ers and  keepers  and  all  paid  their  licenses. 

I  would  suggest  to  owners  that  they  put  collars 
with  owner's  name  and  number  on  their  dogs  as  the 
law  directs. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  F.  SAWIN, 

Constable  of  Shirley. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  amount  of  contagious  disease  during  the 
year  1919  was  considerably  less  than  during  the 
previous  year.  This  undoubtedly  is  due  in  part  to 
the  subsidence  of  the  influenza  epidemic  and  the 
greatly  lessened  number  of  the  soldiers  quartered 
at  Gamp  Devens.  Credit  for  this  improved  condition 
can  also  be  given  to  the  fact  of  the  town  employing 
a  Public  Health  Nurse,  who  as  agent  of  the  Board 
investigates  every  rumor  of  any  infectious  disease 
and  in  this  way  brings  to  light  foci  of  infection  that 
would  not  otherwise  be  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Board. 

One  serious  condition  existing  in  our  town, 
which  ought  to  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible,  is 
the  prevalent  use  of  privy  vaults.  It  would  seem 
that  in  a  thickly  settled  community  like  ours  par- 
ticularly in  the  water  district  with  a  good  water  sup- 
ply that  every  property  owner  should  endeavor  to 
install  flush  closets.  There  is  probably  no  one  con- 
dition in  our  town  that  causes  more  illness  than  this. 
The  privy  vault  besides  being  unsanitary  and  means 
of  spreading  disease  is  a  nuisance  to  the  owner  as 
well  as  his  neighbors.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that 
in  inducing  people  to  live  in  our  community  we 
must  offer  them  the  ordinary  decencies  of  life.  The 
installation  of  flush  closets  would  entail  no  greater 
expense  in  the  end  than  the  continuous  cleaning  of 
vaults  every  three  months  as  required  by  law. 

We  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  some  of 
our  property  owners  to  the  unsanitary  condition  of 
their  tenements  and  to  warn  them  that  unless  their 
tenements  are  made  habitable  they  will  be  dealt 
with  according  to  law. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  per- 
formed during  the  year  1919  by  the  Board  of  Health: 
54  nuisance  complaints  of  various  kinds  investi- 
gated; 21  dairies,  barns,  etc.,  inspected. 

The  following  is  also  a  list  of  infectious  diseases 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Health  during  the  year: 
Influenza  26,  pneumonia  8,  tuberculosis  3,  whooping 
cough  34,  measles  19,  scarlet  fever  4,  diphtheria  15, 
mumps  14,  chicken-pox  11. 

There  were  registered  during  the  year  26  deaths 
and  51  births. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

DR.  THOMAS  E.  LILLY, 
WALTER  KNOWLES, 
DR.  CHARLES  J.  PEIRCE, 

Board  of  Health. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH  STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 

Appropriation 
Subsidy  due  from  State 
Received  from  milk  licenses 


EXPENDITURES 

Dr.  Peirce,  fumigations 
Hobbs  &  Warren,  birth  book 
National  Express 
H.  B.  Howe,  burial  of  carcass 
Walter  Knowles,  acting  inspec- 
tor of  slaughtering 


$500  00 
400  00 
5  00 


$905  00, 


$10  00 
14  00 

1  96 

2  00 

21  00 
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Clinton  Hospital  Association  403  50 

Lester  G.  Holden,  inspector  of 

slaughtering  32  50 

Walter  Knowles,  inspections  58  50 

The  News  Printing  Company  2  50 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Lilly,  inspec- 
tions and  expenses  73  50 

Walter  Knowles,  salary  as  clerk  25  00 

Brockelman  Bros.,  supplies  4  66 

Walter  Knowles,  postage  and 

supplies  4  80 

 —     $653  92 

Unexpended  balance  $251  08 

WALTER  KNOWLES,  Clerk. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE  STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 

Appropriation  $1,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  of  1918        272  45 

 $1,272  45 

EXPENDITURES 

Cathryn  Murnane,  salary  Jan- 
uary 1  to  December  30         $1,200  00 
Brockelman  Bros.,  supplies  6  55 

A.  L.  Parker,  transportation  10  00 

A.  B.  Cram,  transportation  14  40 

 $1,230  95 


Unexpended  balance  $41  50 

WALTER  KNOWLES,  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF 
DISTRICT  AND  PURLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

To  the  members  of  the  Roard  of  Health : 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  my  report  for 
the  year  1919: 

Visits 


Pneumonia  26 

Influenza  44 

Scarlet  fever  2 

Measles  20 

Whooping  cough  85 

Mumps  12 

Chicken  pox  18 

Tuberculosis  12 

Scabies  12 


Dressings — Rurns,  appendix  and  empyema  I 
Operations 

Miscellaneous,  nursing  care  1 
Prenatal 

Maternity  .  ^ 

To  Clinton  Hospital 

School  and  home  visits  2! 
Total  number  of  visits  9 

Very  respectfully, 

KATHRYN  MURNANE,  R.  N. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  January  3,  1920. 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Taxes  of  1916 
Amount  due  January  1,  1919  $234  07 

Paid  to  Treasurer  $208  63 

Interest  collected  30  08 


$178  55 

Abatements  55  52 


$234  07 


Taxes  of  1917 
Amount  due  January  1,  1919  $2,063  92 

Paid  to  Treasurer  $962  79 

Interest  collected  90  52 


$872  27 

Abatements  16  43 


$888  70 

Amount  due  1,175  22 


$2,063  92 
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Taxes  of  1918 
Amount  due  January  1,  1919  $5,989  74 

Paid  to  Treasurer  $4,317  64 

Interest  collected  204  51 


$4,113  13 

Abatements  107  00 


$4,220  13 

Amount  due  1,769  61 


$5,989  74 


Taxes  of  1919 
Warrant  $27,769  81 

Paid  to  Treasurer  $22,128  88 

Interest  collected  8  11 


$22,120  77 

Amount  due  5,649  04 

 $27,769  81 

RALPH  S.  WHEELER, 

Collector. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 


The  Assessors  submit  the  following  as  their  re- 
port for  the  municipal  year  1919: 

Number  of  residents  assessed  on 

property  286 
Number  of  firms,  corporations,  etc.  62 

 348 


Number  of  non-residents — Indi- 
viduals 106 

Number  of  non-residents — Cor- 
porations, etc.  29 


Total  number  assessed  on  prop- 
erty 483 

Total  number  assessed  on  poll 

tax  only  359 


135 


842 


Number  of  polls  assessed  514 

Number  of  horses  138 

Number  of  cows  158 

Number  of  sheep  12 

Number  of  neat  cattle  50 

Number  of  swine  50 

Number  of  fowls  1,538 

Number  of  dwellings  assessed  435 

Number  of  acres  of  land  9,342% 

VALUATIONS 

Personal  estate  $461,378  00 

Real  estate  1,174,349  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  $1,635,727  00 
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TAX  ASSESSED 

Personal  estate  $7,382  04 

Real  estate  18,789  59 

Polls  1,020  00 


Total  tax  assessed  $27,191  63 

Tax  rate  per  thousand,  $16.00. 


TAX  WARRANT 


Town  appropriations 

$21,239 

76 

State  tax 

4,070 

00 

Special  state  tax 

244 

20 

County  tax 

2,091 

01 

State  highway  tax 

259 

90 

Moth  tax 

273 

85 

Overlaying 

819 

47 

F.  &  L.  excise  tax 

295 

33 

After  tax 

8 

00 

 $29,301  52 

Deducting  estimated  receipts  from  In- 
come tax  1,532  71 


Total  warrant  $27,768  81 


Taxes  have  been  abated  as  follows: 

Account  of  1916                    *  $18  40 

Account  of  1917  16  43 

Account  of  1918  107  00 


WILLIAM  A.  BOUTILIER, 
M.  E.  LAWRENCE, 
ARTHUR  G.  DUNN, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS 


Shirley,  Mass.,  June  27,  1919. 

List  of  Jurors  for  the  municipal  year  1919  and 
1920  prepared  and  posted  by  the  Selectmen  of  Shir- 
ley, in  accordance  with  Chapter  176,  Section  4,  as 
amended  by  Chapter  348  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves 
of  1907. 


Name 

Residence 

Occupation 

John  E.  Adams 

Main  st 

Machinist 

Joseph  Allen 

Front  st 

Weaver 

Arthur  C.  Annis 

Center  rd 

Clerk 

T  T                     /"V  T"» 

Harry  0.  Bangs 

Front  st 

Weaver 

Lewis  H.  Bradford 

Center  rd 

Mechanic 

Fred  S.  Brown 

Mill  st 

Carpenter 

Jeremiah  H.  Flynn 

Center  rd 

Weaver 

Charles  A.  Ford 

Leominster  rd 

Millman 

Thomas  J.  Gately 

Fredonian  st 

Millman 

Michael  Gionet 

Main  st 

Millman 

Edward  L.  Harkins 

i\/r*n  a 

Mill  st 

Merchant 

Roy  0.  Hatch 

Groton  rd 

Farmer 

Lester  G.  Holden 

Clark  rd 

Farmer 

Russell  S.  Jones 

Munson  ave 

Millman 

Frank  E.  Kemp 

Great  rd 

Farmer 

Morton  E.  Lawrence 

Center  rd 

Carpenter 

John  H.  Logue 

Leominster  rd 

Millman 

Chester  W.  Phelps 

Page  st 

Chauffeur 

J.  Edwin  Pomfret 

Maple  st 

Asst.  Supt. 

Frank  W.  Snell 

Phoenix  st 

Retired 

Sylvain  Thomas 

Front  st 

Weaver 

Charles  H.  Weare,  Jr. 

Chapel  st 

Supt. 

CHAS.   H.   WEARE,  Jr., 
THOMAS  E.  LILLY, 
ROBERT  H.  J.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 
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TREE  WARDEN'S  REPORT  FOR  1919 


The  Tree  Warden  has  not  been  able  to  do  much 
trimming  this  year  as  there  has  been  so  much  other 
work  to  attend  to.  The  money  was  used  in  cutting 
brush  and  now  and  then  a  chestnut  tree  that  was 
dying  of  chestnut  bark  disease. 

The  Sidewalk  Committee  requested  the  cutting 
of  an  elm  tree  in  front  of  the  Hersom  place  on  Main 
Street.  A  hearing  was  called  and  the  Hersom  broth- 
ers claimed  that  the  tree  was  on  their  land.  The 
County  Commissioners  were  called  to  ascertain  the 
road  bounds,  and  so  far  as  known  they  have  made 
no  report.    Therefore,  the  tree  still  stands. 

I  understand  there  is  an  article  out  to  take  care 
of  the  water  in  front  of  the  Hersom  places.  Now  if 
this  tree  had  been  cut  and  the  sidewalk  put  in,  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  take  care  of  this  matter 
by  lowering  the  ditch  going  east,  but  to  do  so  now 
would  throw  the  water  onto  owners'  land  farther 
down. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  A.  ADAMS, 

Tree  Warden. 
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FOREST  WARDEN'S  REPORT  FOR  1919 


The  town  has  been  very  fortunate  this  year  in 
regard  to  forest  fires  on  account  of  so  much  rain. 
We  have  had  very  few  fires  and  only  one  of  much 
consequence,  which  was  at  Mitchelville,  and  burned 
over  quite  a  few  acres,  destroying  about  75  cords  of 
wood.  This  fire  had  been  'burning  some  time  before 
the  alarm  was  given,  therefore  making  itjiard  to  get 
under  control. 

If  everyone  would  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  much 
easier  to  stop  a  brush  fire  before  it  gets  much  head- 
way and  notify  the  proper  authorities  it  would  save 
the  town  much  expense  and  also  save  property. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  A.  ADAMS, 
Forest  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Shirley : 

Gentlemen — The  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment hereby  submit  their  annual  report  for  1919: 

The  town  has  been  fortunate  in  having  but  few 
fires  during  the  past  year.  The  company  consists  of 
thirteen  regular  and  three  call  men.  The  apparatus 
is  in  good  order. 

We  have  on  hand  1000  feet  of  rubber-lined  hose 
in  good  condition;  also,  11  hand  fire  extinguishers. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  your 
hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GUY  R.  COOK,  Chief, 
CHARLES  J.  STEBBINS, 
JOSEPH  MURPHY, 

Board  of  Engineers. 
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AUDITORS'  REPORT 


We  hereby  certify  as  the  result  of  our  exam- 
ination of  the  books  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  ending 
January  1st,  1920,  that  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments have  been  examined. 

Vouchers  are  on  hand  for  all  disbursements  and 
the  cash  on  hand  January  1st,  1920,  has  been  verified. 

We  have  also  verified  the  Trust  Funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

ELMER  H.  ALLEN, 
J.  EDWIN  POMFRET, 

Auditors. 

January  3,  1920. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN 


The  Librarian  presents  the  following  report  for 


the  year  ending  January  1,  1920: 

Number  of  books  in  Library 

7,008 

Number  of  books  added  during  year 

144 

Number  of  books  added  by  gift 

16 

Number  of  books  taken  out 

6,500 

Highest  number  in  any  one  month 

769 

Number  of  magazines  taken  out 

713 

Number  of  days  Library  has  been  open 

102 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACE  M.  KILRURN, 

Librarian. 


Go 


Books  Added  for  Circulation  During  Year  1919 


ADULT  FICTION 

Abbott,  E.  H.    Old  Dad  Ab2o 

Andrews,  M.  R.  S.    Joy  in  the  Morning  An2j 

Anderson,  Isabel.  Zigzagging  An2.2z 

Atherton,  Gertrude.   Avalanche,  The  At4av 

Babcock,  Bernice.    Soul  of  Ann  Rutledge  Bll 

Bailey,  Temple.    Tin  Soldier  B15.lt 

Bassett,  Sara  W.    Harbor  Road,  The  B29.1 

Bindloss,  Harold.    Buccaneer  Farmer  B51.1bu 

Partners  of  the  Trail  B51.1pa 

Bosher,  Kate  L.   His  Friend  Miss  McFarlane  B65f 

Bower,  B.  M.  Chip  of  the  Flying  U  B67.1c 
Calhoun,  F.  B.    Miss  Minerva  and  William 

Green  Hill  C13 

Connor,  Ralph.   Sky  Pilot  of  No  Man's  Land  C76sk 

Grey,  Zane.   Desert  of  Wheat  G86.3de 

Harradon,  Beatrice.   Where  your  Heart  Is  H24w 

Herrick,  Robert.    Master  of  the  Inn  H42 

Ibanez,  Vicente  B.    Four  Horsemen  of  the  • 

Apocalypse  Iblf 

Kerr,  Sophie.    Seesaw,  The  K46s 

Kester,  Paul.    His  Own  Country  K48.1 

Keyes,  F.  P.    Old  Gray  Homestead  K52 

King,  Basil.    City  of  Comrades  K58.2c 

Lange,  D.    Silver  Cache  of  the  Pawnee  L25.1 

Lee,  Jeannette.   Raincoat  Girl  L51.1r 

Lincoln,  J.  C.    Shavings  L63s 

Lutz,  Grace  L.  H.   Red  Signal,  The  L96.2re 

Maniates,  Belle  K.  Penny  of  Top  Hill  Trail  M31.1p 

Mason,  Grace  S.    His  Wife's  Job  M38 
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McGrath,  Harold.    Private  Wire  to  Wash- 
ington M17.1w 
Montgomery,  L.  M.  Rainbow  Valley  M76r 
Norris,  Kathleen.   Josselyn's  Wife  N79.1j 
Oppenheim,  E.  P.    Hillman,  The  0p5hi 
Box  with  the  Broken  Seals  Op5b 
Wicked  Marquis,  The  0p5w 
Curious  Quest  0p5cu 
Zeppelin's  Passenger  Op5z 
Packard,  F.  L.   Greater  Love  Hath  No  Man  P12 
Parrish,  Randall.   Strange  Case  of  Cavendish  P21st 
Parker,  Gilbert.   Wild  Youth  and  Another  P22wi 
Porter,  Eleanor  H.    Dawn  P83.2d 
Rice,  Alice  Hegan.   Miss  Minks  Soldier  H36m 
Richards,  Laura  E.    Pippin  R39p 
Richmond,  Grace  S.   Red  and  Black  R41.3re 
Rinehart,  Mary  R.   Dangerous  Days  R47d 
Roberts,  C.  G.  D.   Jim,  Story  of  a  Police  Dog  R54.1j 
Roosevelt,  Theodore.    Theodore  Roosevelt's 

Letters  to  His  Children  R67 
Sears,  Clara  Endicott.  Bell-Ringer,  The  Selbe 
Spearman,  F.  H.  Mountain  Divide,  The  Sp3m 
Stead,  Robt.  J.  C.  Cow  Puncher  St3.5 
Tarkington,  Booth.  Magnificent  Ambersons  T17a 
Tompkins,  J.  W.  Starling,  The  T59st 
Waller,  Mary  E.  Out  of  the  Silences  W15.2o 
Webster,  H.  K.  An  American  Family  W39a 
Wells,  H.  G.  Joan  and  Peter  W46jo 
Wells,  Carolyn.  Diamond  Pin,  The  W46.2d 
Vicky  Van  W46.2v 
Wetmore,  H.  C.  Last  of  the  Great  Scouts  W531a 
White,  Wm.  Allen.  In  the  Heart  of  a  Fool  W58.2in 
Widdemer,  Margaret.    You're  Only  Young 

Once  W63y 
Wilkins,  M.  E.   Edgewater  People  W65e 


Wright,  H.  B.  Re-Creation  of  Brian  Kent  W93.2re 
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ADULT  NON-FICTION 


Abbott,  L.  F.     Impressions  of  Theodore 

Roosevelt  Ab2R 
Adams,  Henry.    The  Education  of  Henry 

Adams  AdlA 
Allen,   Katharine.     Historic   Churches  of 

Greater  Boston  974.46k 
Braithwaite,  Wm.  S.  Anthology  of  Verse  810.8m 
Coolidge,  Calvin.   Have  Faith  in  Massachu- 
setts 804i 
Franck,  Harry  A.    A  Vagabond  Journey 

Around  the  World  910.4e 

Grenfel,  W.  T.  A  Labrador  Doctor  G82G 
Hagedom,  Herman.   Boy's  Life  of  Theodore 

Roosevelt  H12T 
Kilmer,  Joyce.    Poems,  Essays  and  Letters, 

2  vols.  810j 

Kipling,  Rudyard.   The  Years  Between  821.87a 

Pyle,  Walter  L.   Personal  Hygiene  613c 

Shurter,  E.  D.    Winning  Declamations  810.81 

Patriotic  Selections  810.8k 


JUVENILE  NON-FICTION 

Bassett,  Sara  W.    Story  of  Silk 

Johnson,  Clifton.   Poems  My  Children  Love 

Best  of  All 
St.  Nicholas.    Patriotism  and  the  Flag 
Turkington,  Grace  A.    My  Country 
Cary,  M.  French  Fairy  Tales 
Griffin,  W.  E.    Belgian  Fairy  Tales 
Dutch  Fairy  Tales 
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j638 

j811.49 
j970ab 
j970aa 
j398.3f 
j398.3e 
j398ab 


WAR  BOOKS 

Aldrich,   Mildred.     When  Johnny  Comes 

Marching  Home  940.41bp 
Peak  of  the  Load  940.41  ay 

Andre,  C.  H.  A.  Above  the  Battles  940.41bk 
'  Benwell,  H.  A.   History  of  the  Yankee  Divi- 
sion 940.41bo 
Benson,  E.  F.   White  Eagle  of  Poland  940.41bm 
Blackwell,  Alice  S.    Little  Grandmother  of 

the  Russian  Revolution  940.41bf 
Brown,  Cyril.  Germany  as  it  is  Today  940.41an 
Bryant,  Sarah  C.  I  am  an  American  j940.41c 
Canfield,  Dorothy.  Day  of  Glory.  940.41bk 
Home  Fires  in  France  940.41bb 
Churchill,  Mary  Smith.  Who  Can  Help  940.41  an 
Frazier,  Elizabeth.  Old  Glory  and  Verdun  940.41be 
Gibbons,  H.  D.  Little  Gray  Home  in  France  940.41bl 
Gibbons,  Floyd.     And  they  Thought  We 

Wouldn't  Fight  940.41br 
Genet,  Edmond.    War  Letters  940.41  a v 

Hale,  Beatrice  F.  R.  Little  Allies  j940.41a 
Hay,  Timothy.  Over  Here  Stories  j940.41b 
McCrea,  John.  In  Flanders  Field  940.41bu 
March,  Frances  A.    History  of  the  World 

War  940.41bg 
Palmer,  Frederick.  America  in  France  940.41  bd 
Pierce,  G.  Ward.    Story  of  the  Salouica 

Army  940.41  bj 

Rickenbacker,  E.  V.    Fighting  the  Flying 

Circus  940.41bu 
Roosevelt,  Theodore.    Great  Adventure  940.41by 
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Swan,  Carroll  J.    My  Company  940.41be 

My  Country  940.41ax 

Swope,  H.  B.   Inside  the  German  Empire  940.41bi 

Thompson,  J.  G.   Lest  We  Forget  j940.41d 

Van  Dyke,  Henry.   Valley  of  Vision  940.41bm 


JUVENILE  FICTION 


Altsheler,  Joseph.    Lords  of  the  Wild 
Austin,  Mary.    Trail  Book 
Bailey,  C.  S.   Hero  Stories 

Once  Upon  a  Time  Animal  Stories 
Barbour,  R.  H.   Under  the  Yankee  Ensign 
Brooks,  E.  S.    True  Story  of  Christopher 
Columbus 

Burgess,  E.  T.    Adventures  of  OF  Mistah 
Buzzard 
Adventures  of  Bob  White 
Mother  West  Winds  Where  Stories 
Mrs.  Peter  Rabbit 
Happy  Jack 
Dyer,  Ruth  0.    Snify-Snappy  and  Velvet 
Paw 

Garland,  John.    Ross  Grant  in  a  Miner's 
Camp 

Gray,  Joslyn.   Rusty  Miller 
Hornebrook,  Isabel.    Scout  Drake  in  War- 
time 

Lippincott,  Joseph.    Bun,  a  wild  rabbit 
McSpadden,  J.  W.   Boys'  Book  Famous  Sol- 
diers 

Perkins,  Lucy  Fitch.    French  Twins 


jA171o 
jAu7 
jB15h 
jB15o 
jB23y 

jB79ch 

jB91o 
jB91bo 
jB91wh 
jB91pe 

jBBlj 

jD98 

JG16 
jCx75 

jH78s 
jL66 

jM25F 
jP41f 
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Sanderson,  M.  Love.    Gamp  Fire  Girls  of 

Driftwood  Heights  jSa5.1d 

Shute,  Henry  G.  Plupy  jSh9p 
Stratemeyer,   Edw.     Dave   Porter  Under 

Fire  jSt8.1un 

Dave  Porter  War  Honors  jSt8.1wa 

i   Theiss,  L.  E.    Secret  Wireless  jT34 

Tompkins,  J.  W.    Girl  Named  Mary  jT59gi 

Walker,  D.  Stewart.    Dream  Boats  jW15 

Widdermer,  M.    Winona's  War  Farm  jW64w 

Winfield,  A.  M.   Rover  Boys  in  Gamp  jW73i 

Rover  Boys  on  Land  and  Sea  jW731 

Rover  Boys  on  Great  Lakes  jW73on 

Rover  Boys  on  Plains  jW73p 

Rover  Boys  on  River  jW73r 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  1919 

Name  Parents 
Wickham  John  A.  and  Jean  (Koch) 


Date 
January 
8  Joan 

February 
3    Joseph  Pall  Simard 

7  Horace  Clinton  Harris 

10     Mary  Evelyn  Bushnoe 
10    Zigmond  Lubintz 

12  Mary  Swirida 
16  Joseph  Tarara 
23    Eleanor  Serafinka 

March 

6  Louise  Elizabeth  Townsend 

8  Lillian  Dorathy  Woodbeck 
10    Annie  Marie  Pournier 

16  Charles  Elmer  Pearce,  Jr. 

22     Joseph  Edmond  Rudolph 
Pointbriand 

29  Theodore  Gionet 

30  Eva  E.  Devarney 

April 

7  Antonina  Vilkuskis 

8  John  Jamskiwicz 
12  Harold  O.  Sedileau 

17  Joseph  Omer  Gionet 
17  Stillborn 

26  Lorraine  Mary  Beandin 

28  George  Fraile  Taylor 


Archie  and  Rose  (Gionet) 
Horace    C.    and    Margaret  E. 

(Evans) 
William  and  Vina  (Pelote) 
Louis   and   Broinslaw  (Novak- 

muska) 

Joseph  and  Mary  (Gabrielovitch) 
Nicholo  and  Victoria  (Mosia) 
Stainslaw  and  Mary  Anna  (Bob- 
ins) 

Ernest  J.  and  Alice  (Horton) 
Myron  J.  and  Ida  (Wyman) 
Ludovic  and  Leontine  M.  (La- 
badie) 

Charles  E.  and  Nellie  E.  (Mac- 

Farlane) 
Rudolph  and  Rosalie  (Courte- 

marche) 
Francis  A.  and  Mary  (Hachez) 
Israel  and  Virginia  (Como) 

Anthony  and  Julia  (Melanovicz) 
Anthony  and  Mary  (Gaidis) 
Oscar  and  Phoebe  (Beandin) 
Adelard  and  Nazairine  (Jean) 

Alexander  and  Alphonsine  (Col- 
ard) 

Clarence    A.    and    Beatrice  V. 
(Fraile) 
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May 

3  Eva  Loraine  Evans 

4  Priscilla  Nutting  Jubb 
31    Blanche  Irene  Gendron 

June 

1  Audrey  Frances  Kirk 
13    Joseph  Armond  Gionet 

13  Joseph  Donat  Gionet 

17  Adam  Loskewicz 

July 

1  Joseph  Robert  Gionet 

4  Stanislawa  Wosnis 

7  Leroy  Holden  Adams 

23  William  Edward  Morin 

26  Joseph  George  Boucher 

August 

1    Porter 

2  Stillborn 

22    Anthony  Stainslaw  Dysnicz 

22  Ellen  Catherine  Dysnicz 

29  Joseph  Napoleon  Gionet 

September 

10    Clifford  Arnold  Friedrich 
15    Armond  G.  Murray 

23    Sampson 

October 

15    Ruth  Mabel  Wilkins 
28    Fannie  Lina  Koski 

30  Joseph  Leo  Thomas 

November 

1  Casimir  Gillis 

2  Maria  Antonetta  Violanda 

Clemenzi 
20    Thaddeus  Novakunski 

24  Mary  Reina  Royer 


Ralph  I.  and  Elsie  (Holden) 
Arthur  H.  and  Morna  (Haines) 
Ferdinand  and  Amanda  (Lam- 
bert) 

Allen  F.  and  Lillian  (Harris) 
Joseph   P.   and   Marie  (Latan- 
dresse) 

Joseph  P.   and   Marie  (Latan- 
dresse) 

Michael    and    Mariranna  (Lu- 
banec) 

Patrick  and  Florilda  (Colard) 
Wladislaw  and  Anna  (Brassaita) 
John  E.  and  Ora  (Holden) 
William  and  Cora  (Juneau) 
Augustine  and  Josephine  (Pou- 
lain) 

Henry  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Land- 
gren) 

Albert  and  Mary  (Haberska) 
Albert  and  Mary  (Haberska) 
William  and  Ursule  (Gionet) 


Charles  and  Margaret  (St.  John) 
Richard  and  Alexina  (L'Ecuyer) 
Henry  and  Annie  (Corrigan) 

Elmer  and  Marian  R.  (Storer) 
Solomon  and  Heler  (Karlsen) 
Joseph  and  Regina  (Lambert) 

Peter  and  Annie  (Pasakarins) 
Alexander  and   Ricella  (Leon- 
etti) 

Michael  and  Casimira  (Melka) 
Omer  and  Laura  (Gallien) 
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December 

14    Eliabeth  Eleanor  Wolfe 
18    Mary  Edith  Gallien 
22    Andonina  Novakunski. 

27    August  Philip  Ross 

28.   Armond  David  Lambert 

July 

24    Howard  Almond  Hatch 

1914 
March 

9    William  Joseph  Dawborn 

1916 
February 

13    Donald  Vincent  Dawborn 


Henry  and  Blanche  (Barnard) 
Theotem  and  Alice  (Albert) 
Francis    and    Victoria  (Nova- 
kunska) 

Philip  and  Agnes  L.  (Stebbins) 
David  and  Flora  (Gionet) 

Roy  Otis  and  Eva  K.  (Sibbey) 


William  J.  and  Anna  (Ryan) 


William  J.  and  Anna  (Ryan) 


MARRIAGES  RECORDED,  1919 

January 

1    Allen  Ralph  Thompson  Fitchburg,  and  Virginia  Alice  Mac- 
Elroy,  Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Frank  B.  Crandall. 

20  George  Sanderson,  Jr.,   Shirley,  and  Lillian  Celia  Neault, 

Lancaster,  in  Greenfield,  by  Rev.  John  J.  Lockett. 

February 

8    Wladyslaw  Bobin  and  Juzefa  Marcinkiewicz,  both  of  Shirley, 
in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 
12    Ernest  Abbey,  Shirley,  and  Frances  (Farnsworth)  Littlefield, 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Simon  F.  Goodheart. 

March 

1    Charles  Frederic  Edgarton,  Concord,  and  Alice  G.  Flynn, 
Shirley,  in  Concord,  by  Rev.  Loren  B.  Macdonald. 
14    Nelson  W.  Wamboldt  and  Beulah  Edith  Brill,  both  of  Shir- 
ley, in  South  Acton,  by  Rev.  Hugo  A-  Perdelwitz. 

April 

21  Daniel  Joseph  Credit  and  Bella  Roland  LaHaie,  both  of 

Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 
21    Henry    Samuel   Tremblay,    Lunenburg,    and   Evelyn  Myra 

Credit,  Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 
21    Adelphis  Alfred  Lomme,  Leominster,  and  Victoria  Bastine, 

Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 
27    Howard  A.   Gooley,   Camp  Devens,   and   Rosa  Buchheim, 

Shirley,  in  Harvard,  by  Chaplain  Andrew  O.  Dodge. 
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May 


9    Frank  Albert  Landry  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Stebbins,  both  of 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 
24    Cassius  Elmer  Lemon,  Camp  Devens,  and  Ethel  Lucy  San- 
derson, Shirley,  in  Ayer,  by  Rev.  John  R.  Chaffee. 


June 

18  Henry  Harrison  Crowe,  Shirley,  and  Martha  Elizabeth  Free- 
man, Groton,  in  Groton,  by  Rev.  Sumner  Bangs. 

23  Alphie  Peter  Heroux  and  Eva  Mary  Gendron,  both  of  Shir- 
ley, in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 


July 

3    William  Russell  Van  Tassel,  Ayer,  and  Cora  Thelma  James, 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Simon  F.  Gooclheart. 

29  Samuel  Elzeard  Mayraud,  North  Rochester,  N.  H,  and  Mavis 
Loetla  Page,  Milton,  N.  H.,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Simon 
F.  Goodheart. 


August 

3    John  Deinsh  and  Owausley  Mazuknaite,  both  of  Shirley,  in 
Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 

5    Matthew  W.  Paxton,  Independence,  Mo.,  and  Sybil  B.  Harris, 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Chaplain  Charles  O.  Purdy. 

27    Lester   Albert   Corthell   and   Charlotte   Helena  (Guindon) 
Knox,  Shirley,  in  Ayer,  by  Rev.  John  R.  Chaffee. 


September 

1    Alexander  L.  Cote,  "Windsor,  Vt.,  and  Exsilda  M.  Boucher, 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 

1    Ralph  Norman  Graves  and  Helen  Marion  Bradford,  both  of 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  L.  Pierce. 

18    William  Blair,  Grand  Isle,  Vt.,  and  Lena  Devarney,  Shirley, 
in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 


October 

3     Otis  L.  Metcalf  and  Melena  Bulger,  both  of  Shirley,  in  Shir- 
ley, by  Rev.  Simon  F.  Goodheart. 

8    Felix  Gionet  and  Marie  Ange  Joyal,  .  both  of  Shirley,  in 
Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 

11     Fred  Leon  Smith  and  Evelyn  Owens,  both  of  Shirley,  in 
Ayer,  by  Rev.  John  R.  Chaffee. 

15    Horace  Graham  Hall,  Bath,  Me.,  and  Hazel  Gertrude  Sawin, 
Shirley,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Simon  F.  Goodheart. 
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November 

8  Roy  Lorenz,  Camp  Devens,  and  Mae  E.  McCormick,  Detroit, 

Mich.,  in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Simon  P.  Goodheart. 

12    Henry  Arthur  Crady  and  Bernadette  Cartier,  both  of  Shirley, 
in  Shirley,  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cordier. 

December 

6     Joseph  J.  Klaus,  Jr.,  Shirley,  and  Arline  L.  Wilbur,  Gardner, 
in  Gardner,  by  Rev.  Allen  A.  Bronsdon. 

9  Jacob  Elmer,  Camp  Devens,  and  Anna  O'Neil,  Lowell,  in 

Shirley,  by  Chaplain  Charles  O.  Purdy. 


DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  1919 

January 

1  Edward  R.  Thompson,  broncho  pneumonia,  47  yrs.,  4  mos., 

9  days. 

12    Harriet  A.  Brown,  senile  dementia,  80  yrs.,  6  mos.,  2  days. 
12    Carrie  Dunham,  catarrhal  pneumonia,  28  yrs.,  4  mos.,  8  days. 
15    Judith  Thomas,  myocarclitic,  86  yrs.,.  18  days. 
15    Lydia  R.  Binney,  cancer  uterus,  80  yrs.,  4  mos.,  14  days. 

20  John  H.  Pember,  arterio-sclerosis,  82  yrs.,  1  mo.,  19  days. 

February 

4     Richard  Slocum,  malnutrition,  4  yrs.,  9  mos.,  19  days. 
12    Mary  Swirida,  difficult  birth,  15  minutes. 

March 

2  Harold  O.  Moss,  catarrhal  pneumonia,  3  mos.,  27  days. 

4     Julia  P.  Kilburn,  angina  pectoris,  77  yrs.,  5  mos.,  3  days. 
7    Mary  Arlene  Rogers,  lobar  pneumonia,  1  yr.,  7  mos.,  12  days. 

21  Josephine  Stefanek,  pneumonia,  11  mos.,  17  days. 

26     Julia  A.  Bradbury,  broncho  pneumonia,  71  yrs.,  2  mos.,  1  day. 

April 

17  Stillborn. 

18  Roselina  O.  Devarney,  simple  meningitis,  12  yrs.,  7  mos.,  15 

days. 

26    Phoebe  Sidilou,  cerebral  embolism,  36  yrs.,  10  mos.,  22  days. 

28     Sarah  E.  Carey,  pulmonary  tuberculosis,   61  yrs.,   7  mos., 
28  days. 
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May 

3     George  Vodeska  (Zaliski),  gun  wound,  suicide,  30  yrs. 

August 
2  Stillborn. 

5    Adeline  Chaisson,  carcinoma  of  uterine  ceroix    5  5  vrs  G 
mos.,  13  days.  ' 

30    Harry  Withington,  chronic  nephritis,  80  yrs. 
September 

11    Mary  E.  Fuller,  senile  aterio-sclerosis,  87  yrs.,  9  mos  13 
,  days. 

23   


  Sampson,  prolapse  of  cord,  20  minutes. 

26     Eva  E.  Devarney,  grippe,  5  mos.,  28  days. 

October 

4     Rebecca  L.  Harris,  post  diphtheria  paralysis,  6  yrs    5  mos 
12  days. 

December 

10    Philiase  Bulger,  cerebral  hemorrhage,  74  yrs.,  15  days. 
25    Teopilija  Korkuc,  empyema,  29  yrs.,  1  mo.,  17  days. 
25    William  McGiffln,  lobar  pneumonia,  75  yrs. 
30    Leon  Thomas,  congenital  heart  disease,  3  mos. 


NOTICE 

Errors  in  record  or  in  copying  can  be  corrected 
in  accordance  with  Sec.  16,  Chap.  29  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  and  all  persons  interested  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  examine  the  reports  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  and  report  any  errors  or  omissions. 

Blanks  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the 
Town  Clerk. 
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DOG  LICENSES 
Number  of  licenses  issued  108 

Amount  sent  County  Treasurer  as  per  re- 
ceipts on  file  $227  40 

Five  licenses  have  been  issued  since  December 
1,  the  money  for  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
County  Treasurer  on  June  1,  1920. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  hunting  and  eleven 
fishing  licenses  have  been  issued  for  year  ending 
December  31,  1919. 

ARTHUR  G.  DUNN, 

Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  WARRANT 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  Arthur  G.  Dunn,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Shirley  in 
said  County, 

Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  afore- 
said, you  are  hereby  required,  by  posting  an 
attested  copy  of  this  warrant  at  Post  Office  in 
Shirley  Center  and  a  like  copy  at  the  Post 
Office  in  Shirley  Village,  eight  days,  at  least, 
before  the  time  herein  appointed  for  the 
meeting,  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  legal 
voters  of  said  town  to  assemble  in  the  Odd 
Fellows'  Hall  in  Shirley  Village  on  Monday, 
the  second  day  of  February,  1920,  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  give  in  their  votes 
on  one  ballot  for  Town  Clerk,  Town  Treas- 
urer, Tax  Collector,  Tree  Warden,  two  Audi- 
tors, three  Constables,  one  Highway  Sur- 
veyor, for  one  year,  one  Selectman,  one  Asses- 
sor, one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  one  School 
Committee,  one  Board  of  Health,  and  two 
Library  Trustees  for  three  years;  also,  to  vote 
Yes  or  No  on  the  question:  "Shall  licenses  be 
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granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  town?"  The  polls  will  be  open  at  eleven 
o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  A.  M.,  and  may  be 
closed  at  three  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  P. 
M.  of  said  day;  also,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  officers  not  required 
by  law  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Art.  3.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Select- 
men, Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Town  Treasurer, 
School  Committee,  and  other  town  officers 
or  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  sums  of  money  the 
town  will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  the  poor,  highways  and 
bridges,  fire  department,  enforcement  of  law, 
library,  payment  of  notes  and  interest,  ceme- 
teries, Memorial  Day,  street  lights,  salaries 
of  officers,  Tree  Warden,  exterminating 
moths,  transportation  of  library  books,  trans- 
portation of  voters,  and  all  necessary  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Art.  5.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will 
take  relative  to  the  collection  of  taxes. 
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Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix 
the  salary  of  the  Tax  Collector,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize 
the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to 
time  in  anticipation  of  revenue  of  the  muni- 
cipal year  beginning  January  1,  1920,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate 
$10,000,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor 
payable  within  one  year,  any  debt  or  debts 
incurred  under  such  authorization  to  be  paid 
from  the  revenue  of  said  municipal  year,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  ($1,280.00)  for  the 
hydrant  service  for  the  year  1920,  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  ($1,200.00)  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  police  protection,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  that 
if  the  town,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  to  be 
held  February  2,  1920,  shall  vote  to  grant 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
that  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars 
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($1,200.00)  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  police  protection,  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00)  to  enforce  the 
liquor  law,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ($250.00)  for  the  purpose  of 
exterminating  elm  leaf  beetle,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
pay  the  premium  on  the  bonds  of  the  Town 
Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  raise 
and  approprite  money  for  that  purpose,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ($500.00)  to  provide  band  con- 
certs the  current  municipal  year,  or  act  there- 
on. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  ($1,200.00)  to  sprinkle  the  prin- 
cipal streets  of  the  town  with  dust  laying  oil, 
or  act  thereon. 
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Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $200  or  some 
other  amount,  and  elect  a  director  for  demon- 
stration work  in  agriculture  and  home  eco- 
nomics, the  money  to  be  expended  by,  and  the 
director  to  serve  in  co-operation  with  the 
County  Trustees  for  Aid  to  Agriculture  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Bureau  of  Agriculture  and 
Home  Economics,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  273,  General  Acts  of  1918;  it  being 
understood  that  $50  of  this  amount  shall  be 
used  to  provide  local  paid  supervision  of  boys' 
and  girls'  club  work. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
accept  as  a  public  highway,  Tolman  Street 
Extension,  so-called,  leading  from  the  junc- 
tion of  Tolman  and  Whiteley  Streets  easterly 
over  land  of  Samson  Cordage  Works  to  its 
junction  with  Chapel  Street  Extension,  the 
land  required  for  this  Street  to  be  donated 
by  the  Samson  Cordage  Works  as  shown  in 
plan  submitted,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  grading  and  making  pass- 
able, Tolman  Street  Extension,  so-called,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
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for  specific  repairs  to  Phoenix  Street,  from 
Front  Street  to  Fredonian  Street,  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  building  cement  sidewalks, 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  District  and 
Public  Health  Nurse,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
accept  as  a  public  highway,  Rodman  Avenue, 
so-called,  leading  from  Shaker  Road  opposite 
the  residence  of  Frank  Boucher,  to  Wether- 
bee  Road,  so-called,  over  land  of  Samson 
Cordage  Works,  the  land  required  for  this 
street  to  be  donated  to  the  town  of  Shirley 
by  the  Samson  Corage  Works  as  shown  in 
plan  submitted,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  grading  and  improving  Rod- 
man Avenue,  so-called,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  in- 
struct the  Assessors  to  print  an  inventory  and 
valuation  for  the  town  of  Shirley  for  1920  and 
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raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  same,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  specific  repair  of  Shaker  Road,  so- 
called,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
authorize  the  Board  of  Health  to  sell  the  Pest 
House,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  draining  surplus  water  at 
the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  Benjamin 
Road,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  road  roller, 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  and  installing 
flush  closets  in  the  Grammar  School  Building 
on  Lancaster  Road,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  further  road  construction 
on  Center  Road. 


Art.  31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100.00)  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
and  erecting  sign  boards  at  various  places  in 
the  town,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  or  sums  of  money 
for  constructing  a  building  for  housing  town 
implements,  or  act  thereon. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this 
warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  to  one  of 
the  Selectmen,  at  or  before  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Shirley  this 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1920. 

CHARLES  H.  WEARE,  Jr., 
THOMAS  E.  LILLY, 
ROBERT  H.  J.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

OF  THE 

TOWN  of  SHIPLEY 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  I9J9 


AYER,  MASS. 
HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  PRINTER 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


ROBERT  H.  J.  HOLDEN 
DR.  T.  E.  LILLY 
GEORGE  P.  CAMPBELL 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 


ORGANIZATION 

Dr.  T.  E.  Lilly,  Chairman 

Robert  H.  J.  Hoi  den,  Secretary 
;  George  P.  Campbell 


Time  and  Place  of  Meeting 

At  the  Selectmen's  Room  at  the  Village  at  8.00  P.  M. 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month 
except  July  and  August 


Superintendent,  F.  C.  Johnson 

Residence,  Ayer,  Mass. 
Office  Hours:   Wednesday,  2.30  to  3.30  P.  M.,  during 
term  time  at  New  School  Building 


Truant  Officers 


James  F.  Sawin 


W.  E.  Barnard 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Appropriations  and  Incomes 


Unexpended  balance  from  1918 

$413 

80 

Schools 

6,500 

00 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

200 

00 

School  Physician 

100 

00 

High  School  tuition 

1,000 

00 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts,   income  school 

fund 

1,037 

07 

Income  Longley  School  fund 

296 

14 

Income  Parker  School  Fund 

221 

98 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts,  tuition   of  state 

wards 

368 

88 

Received  from  George  H.  An- 

derson, tuition 

27 

75 

Received  from  town  of  Lan- 

caster, tuition 

17 

25 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts,    account  High 

School  tuition 

928 

50 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts, transportation  of 

High  School  pupils 

658 

52 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts, teachers'  salaries 

340 

00 

Fitchburg  &  Leominster  Street 

Railway,  redeemed  tickets 

41 

80 

Cash  for  tickets  sold 

12 

85 
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Received  from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, rebate  on  Super- 
intendent's salary  for  1918        250  00 

Rebate  from  City  of  Fitchburg, 

account  High  School  tuition        33  00 

Received  from  G.  L.  Rudder- 
ham,  tuition  7  50 

Received  from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, rebate  on  Super- 
intendents salary  for  1919        250  00 


$12,705  04 


/ 

Expenditures 

Schools  $11,364  74 

High  School  tuition  2,362  00 

School  Physician  100  00 

Superintendent  of  Schools  480  00 


 $14,306  74 

Overdrawn  $1,601  70 


SUMMARY  OF  ACCOUNTS 


Schools 


Unexpended  balance  from  1918 

$413 

80 

Appropriation 

6,500 

00 

Massachusetts  School  Fund 

1,037 

07 

Longley  School  Fund 

296 

14 

Parker  School  Fund 

221 

98 

Received  from   State,  tuition 

state  wards 

368 

88 

George  H.  Anderson,  tuition 

27 

75 

Town  of  Lancaster^,  tuition 

17 

25 

4 


Received  from  State,  account 


transportation     of  High 

School  pupils 

658 

52 

Received  from  State,  for  teach- 

cia  salaries 

340 

00 

Fitchburg  &  Leominster  Street 

Railway,  redeemed  tickets 

41 

80 

-tickets  sold 

12 

85 

J.  H.  Riley,  Truant  Officer 

$25 

00 

Madeline  Lofme  teacher 

3S0 
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Martha  K.  Ellison,  teacher  even- 

ing school 
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i\nnie  n.  Jr aimer,  supervisor 
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uu 

00 
uu 

Rernice  E.  Staples,  supervisor 

no 

J^A 
OU 

Oliver  Ralcom,  janitor 
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AO 

UU 

wnuam  Hj.  r>arnarQ,  janiior 

91^ 

00 

UU 

Annie  G.  Carter,  Superintend- 

ent's assistant 

90 

00 
uu 

Carrie  G.  Bradford,  substitute 

Q 
O 

oo 
uu 

Mary    ocuiiane,  .superintend- 

ent's assistant 

49 

00 

Anna    Scullane,  Superintend- 

ent's assistant 

4. 

4: 

/  u 

Kathryn  Murnane,  school  census 

9^ 

00 
UU 

Esther  B.  Bagley,  teacner 

9£0 
4DU 

00 
uu 

Carrie  G.  Bradford,  teacher 

340 

00 

lone  C.  Giffen,  teacher 

400 

00 

William  E.   Barnard,  Truant 

Officer 

5 

00 

$9,936  04 
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lone  G.  Giffen,  evening  school 

49  50 

Robert  H.  J.  Holden,  salary 

50  00 

Henry  Fischer,  manual  train- 

ing 

13  00 

T.  E.  Lilly,  salary 

25  00 
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1<J  uu 
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Cj  TT  Tiardv  chansineF  furnace 

245  59 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  Kaustine 

toilet 

184  60 

A.  H.  Weeks,  plan 

2  50 
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M.  E.  Lawrence,  repairs 

62  09 

Shirley  Village  Water  District, 

water 

46  17 

F.  C.  Johnson,  expense 

39  49 

David  B.  Marsh,  repairs 

248  39 

H.  W.  McCoy,  repairs 

3  80 

Robert  Read  renairs 

-*-  *- v^        V>  J.   1,      A.          C4.  VAj      J.              till  kj 

1  80 

E  E  Babb  &  Co  snnnlies 

27  42 

Rrown-Howland  Co.,  books 

1  71 

D  C  Heath  &  Co  books 

2  66 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  books 

9  18 

American  Book  Co.,  books 

25  36 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.,  supplies 

114  43 

Oliver  Ditson  Co  music 

6  07 

School  Specialties  Co.,  supplies 

2  51 

Carter,  Rice  &  Co.,  paste 

75 

J.  J.  Barry  &  Co.,  repairs 

1  25 

Samson   Cordaf?p  W^orks  bat- 

teries 

3  00 

"West  Disinfecting  Co.,  towels 

17  00 

Edward  A  Marks  sunnlies 

92 

Yawman  &  Erbe  Mfg.  Co.,  sup- 

LlAACo 

44 

frinn  &  Co  books 

12  20 

Wright  &  Potter  Printing  Co., 

«innnlips 

1  05 

Howard  Chemical  and  Mfg.  Co., 

ink 

6  00 

The  Macmillan  Co.,  books 

36  86 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co.,  books 

2  98 

Trnminic  PnTYl i Qi~lin 0  Co  books 

4  20 

John  C.  Winston  Co.,  books 

8  65 

Reformatory  for  Women,  flag 

2  08 

Library  Bureau,  supplies 

3  73 

Fitchburg  Hardware  Co.,  rec- 

ords 

2  95 
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A.  N.  Palmer  Co.,  books  1  24 

World  Book  Co.,  books  2  09 
Massachusetts     Child  Labor 

Commission,  books  4  00 
Thomas  W.  Reed  Co.,  tongue 

depressers  1  84 

Frank  H.  Wheeler,  fuel  715  93 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  tickets  403  00 

Amos  Parker,  barge  247  50 

A.  B.  Cram,  barge  447  00 

William  Wilkins,  barge  539  00 

Amos  Farrar,  barge  902  75 

Frank  Onners,  barge  141  75 

Francis  E.  Park,  barge  53  00 
Fitchburg  &  Leominster  Street 

Railway,  tickets  720  00 

Elmer  E.  Wilkins,  barge  36  00 


$11,364  74 

Overdrawn  $1,428  70 


School  Superintendent 

Appropriation  $200  00 

Received  from  State  (1918)  250  00 

Received  from  State  (1919)  250  00 

 _     $700  00 

F.  C.  Johnson  $480  00 


Unexpended  $220  00 

r 

School  Physician 
Appropriation  .  $100  00 

T.  E.  Lilly  $100  00 
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Tuition — High  School  Scholars 


Appropriation  $1,000  00 

Received  from  State  928  50 

City  of  Fitchburg,  rebate  33  00 


$1,961  50 


City  of  Fitchburg 
Town  of  Ayer 


$2,242  00 
120  00 


$2,362  00 


Overdrawn 


$400  50 


In  view  of  the  large  overdraft  in  the  school  ac- 
count this  year  a  word  of  explanation  is  in  order. 
This  overdraft  is  due  almost  entirely  to  unforseen 
increases  in  school  expenses  which  were  not  includ- 
ed in  our  estimate  for  the  year.  In  the  matter  of 
transportation  we  had  the  unforseen  raises  in  street 
carfares  which  have  practically  doubled  that  item 
over  what  it  was  last  year.  During  1918  the  new 
law  regarding  reimbursement  for  teachers'  salaries 
was  passed.  To  get  the  full  benefit  of  this  reimburse- 
ment we  raised  our  salaries  in  September.  This  mat- 
ter is  taken  up  in  the  Superintendent's  report  which 
follows,  and  it  can  be  readily  seen  from  the  facts 
there  given  that  we  will  have  a  good  sum  returned 
to  us  next- year  on  this  account..  To  get  this  return, 
however,  our  account  for  this  year  must  suffer. 

A  new  item  of  expense  is  the  evening  school. 
We  feel,  however,  that  this  work  is  worth  while  and 
we  are  glad  to  know  that  Shirley  is  the  first  town  to 
take  up  this  work,  which  must  soon  become  general. 
The  state  will  reimburse  us  for  one-half  of  the  ex- 
pense of  this  work,  but  this  also  will  not  be  available 
until  next  year. 
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The  raise  in  high  school  tuition  at  Fitchburg  ex- 
plains the  overdraft  in  that  account,  the  increase  be- 
ing nearly  five  hundred  dollars  beyond  our  estimate 
for  the  year.  On  this  item  also  we  receive  one-half 
reimbursement  from  the  state.  The  increase  in  the 
cost  of  paper,  books  and  supplies  of  various  kinds 
will  account  for  the  remainder  of  the  overdraft. 

The  following  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  has  been  adopted  by  the  School  Committee 
as  their  report. 

THOMAS  E.  LILLY, 
ROBERT  H.  J.  HOLDEN, 
GEO.  P.  CAMPBELL, 

School  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Gentlemen  of  the  Committee: 

Herewith  is  submitted  my  report  for  the  year 
1919: 

As  there  have  been  many  new  movements  devel- 
oped, some  of  which  have  become  matters  of  legisla- 
tion, it  would  seem  wise  to  give  a  brief  review  of 
these,  concentrating  our  view  of  the  local  system 
largely  to  the  work  along  those  particular  lines. 

A  marked  tendency  toward  a  substantial  in- 
crease of  teachers'  salaries  is  the  chief  movement  in 
educational  circles.  It  has  come  about  at  this  time 
simply  by  force  of  circumstances.  During  the  war 
the  urgent  demand  for  materials  of  various  kinds 
and  the  need  of  supplying  these  resulted  in  very 
largely  increased  wages  and  salaries  in  the  business 
world.  The  resulting  increased  cost  of  living  in  turn 
gave  new  occasion  for  increasing  wages  and  salaries. 
This  increase  in  wages  since  August,  1914,  has  been 
from  74  to  112  percent  as  established  by  the  recent 
investigation  of  the  National  Industrial  Conference 
Board.  During  this  period,  July,  1914-July,  1919,  the 
cost  of  living  advanced  73  percent.  The  highest  in- 
crease has  been  in  the  things  most  necessary  to  ex- 
istence as  the  following  table  of  the  five  chief  items 
of  living  shows: 

Clothing  100  percent 

Food  90  percent 

Fuel,  heat  and  light       57  percent 

Shelter  28  percent 

Sundries  63  percent 
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At  the  time  this  study  was  completed  (July, 
1919),  this  increase  was  still  making  rapid  headway, 
as  shown  by  the  fact  that  it  was  7  percent  higher  than 
in  March  last,  and  14  percent  higher  than  one  year 
previous.  In  detail,  the  increase  from  March  to  July 
was,  clothing  10  percent,  food  9  percent,  shelter  4.9 
percent;  fuel,  light  and  heat  did  not  increase.  This 
change  may  be  illustrated  in  another  form  by  the 
statement  that  the  dollar  had  decreased  in  purchas- 
ing value  from  100  cents  in  1914  to  58  cents  in  July, 
1919.  That  the  decrease  has  continued  since  July  is 
only  too  evident  to  us  when  we  are  obliged  to  pur- 
chase shoes  or  other  articles  of  clothing. 

The  teachers  of  the  nation  during  the  war,  al- 
though called  upon  to  give  of  their  time  and  savings, 
did  not  feel  justified  in  demanding  a  corresponding 
increase  in  salaries.  A  careful  study  of  teachers' 
salaries  has  established  the  fact  that  high  school 
teachers  last  year  were  receiving  11/19  as  much  as 
machinists  and  lathers,  and  somewhat  less  than  hod 
carriers  and  bakers.  Elementary  teachers  were  re- 
ceiving 8/19  the  amount  £aid  machinists  and  lathers 
and  two-thirds  the  amount  paid  hod  carriers. 

The  result  has  been  disastrous  to  the  teaching 
profession  in  two  ways — 22  percent  of  teachers  in 
active  service  have  left  the  profession  for  the  better 
opportunities  of  business  and  commercial  life,  and 
the  sources  of  supply,  normal  schools  and  colleges, 
have  suffered  a  marked  decrease  in  their  member- 
ship. The  figures  for  normal  schools  are  as  follows: 

1915      1916      1917      1918  1919 
Enrollment     42,844   48,246    43,468    38,027  36,160 
Graduates       11,218    13,681    14,921    13,356  9,514 

We  must  remember  that,  in  addition  to  the  ten- 
dency for  fewer  young  people  to  prepare  themselves 
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for  the  teaching  profession,  the  type  of  person  enter- 
ing the  profession  will  be  lowered.  These  facts  are  of 
serious  import  when  the  public  school  is  the  one  insti- 
tution which  has  in  its  keeping  the  power  to  mold  the 
public  opinion  of  the  next  generation,  upon  whom 
will  be  cast  political  problems  of  tremendous  import 
to  the  whole  world. 

The  situation  has  become  so  critical  in  Massa- 
chusetts that  the  governor  has  just  recently  appointed 
a  commission  to  investigate  the  whole  matter  and 
report  suggestions  for  the  legislature  to  consider. 

The  basic  remedy  for  this  condition  is  a  decent 
living  wage  for  the  teachers.  This  granted,  we  can 
then  set  up  standards  and  demand  efficient  teaching. 
At  present  those  who  employ  teachers  are  practically 
at  the  mercy  of  the  self  seekers  in  the  profession, 
and  cannot  show  proper  appreciation  of  the  real 
teacher  who  gives  of  herself  to  the  pupils  in  a  way 
that  no  compulsion  can  bring  out  from  the  self- 
seeking  teacher.  As  long  as  the  situation  continues 
so  manifestly  unfair  to  the  teachers  so  long  will  those 
teachers  who  consider  the  profession  merely  as  one 
way  of  earning  a  living,  be  provided  with  a  text  for 
continuing  their  agitation,  and  we  must  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  the  dissatisfaction  extend  to  those  who 
are  worthy  members  of  the  profession. 

Fortunately,  the  Commonwealth  has  at  last  taken 
a  step  forward.  A  law  has  been  passed  which  gives 
the  assistance  of  the  State  to  the  municipalities  for 
the  increase  of  teachers'  salaries.  This  bill  gives 
as  a  reimbursement  to  each  municipality  $100  for 
each  teacher  paid  not  less  than  $650,  $150  for  each 
teacher  of  certain  specified  qualifications  who  re- 
ceives a  salary  not  less  than  $750,  and  $200  for  each 
teacher  of  still  higher  qualifications  who  receives  a 
salary  of  not  less  than  $350.   In  addition  to  this  there 
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is  supplementary  reimbursement  for  each  town 
whose  valuation  per  pupil  is  under  $4500. 

This  law  practically  makes  possible  a  minimum 
salary  of  $650  and  also  makes  possible  two  increases 
of  $100  from  this  sum  at  an  expense  of  only  $50  each 
to  the  town.  In  towns  eligible  to  the  supplementary 
reimbursement  the  cost  to  the  town  for  each  of 
these  two  increases  is  considerably  less  than  $50. 

As  a  result  of  this  legislation  there  has  been 
since  the  schools  opened  in  September  a  general  in- 
crease of  teachers'  salaries  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  number  of  feeble-minded  and  backward 
children  in  the  schools  of  Massachusetts  has  long 
been  recognized  as  a  serious  handicap  to  the  progress 
of  pupils  of  average  ability.  There  was  enacted  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature  a  law  directing  that 
an  annual  examination  of  the  schools  be  made  and 
all  children  retarded  two  or  more  years  be  listed. 
All  towns  where  ten  or  more  such  children  are  found 
are  obliged  to  provide  special  classes  for  such  chil- 
dren, beginning  September,  1920. 

A  third  item  of  legislation  is  that  which  has 
changed  the  scholastic  requirements  for  issuing  labor 
certificates.  By  this  new  legislation  no  pupil  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  can  leave  school  unless  he  has 
completed  the  sixth  grade.  The  previous  law  re- 
quired that  the  pupil  complete  the  work  of  the  fourth 
grade  only  before  leaving  school  to  go  to  work. 

A  great  amount  of  discussion  has  been  aroused 
through  the  results  of  the  physical  examinations  of 
young  men  made  during  the  late  war.  Many  states 
have  already  formulated  legislation  providing  for 
physical  instruction  in  the  schools  to  counteract  the 
physical  deficiencies  thus  in  evidence.  Massachusetts 
had  suggested  legislation  reported  by  a  special  com- 
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mission  two  years  ago.  This  proposed  legislation 
has  not  yet  been  passed.  But  it  is  only  a  short  time 
before  such  legislation  will  be  enacted  as  will  make 
physical  training  in  every  school  in  the  Common- 
wealth compulsory. 

In  addition  to  the  physical  defects  of  our  youth 
the  draft  set  before  us  in  an  emphatic  way  the  num- 
ber of  foreign-speaking  aliens  among  us.  Massachu- 
setts was  rather  noticeable  for  her  large  proportion 
of  such  illiterates.  Accordingly  an  appropriation 
was  made  not  only  to  teach  English  to  these  aliens 
but  to  give  them  through  this  medium  a  correct  un- 
derstanding of  American  ideals.  This  movement  is 
called  Americanization.  The  state  shares  equally 
with  the  municipality  in  the  expense  incurred  in 
carrying  on  the  work. 

Another  outcome  of  the  war  is  the  new  emphasis 
placed  upon  the  practice  of  thrift.  Massachusetts 
already  had  on  her  statute  books  a  law  making  in- 
struction in  thrift  compulsory.  But  the  needs  of  the 
government  during  the  war  resulted  in  a  plan  to 
borrow  money  of  the  small  wage  earner  through  the 
sale  of  thrift  and  war  savings  stamps.  The  sale  of 
these  stamps  was  so  successful  that  it  has  been  con- 
tinued with  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  practice 
of  thrift  on  the  part  of  those  of  small  means.  It  is 
therefore  an  excellent  means  by  which  to  encourage 
the  practice  of  saving  among  school  children. 

„  Like  all  other  departments  of  public  life  the 
school  has  felt  the  increased  cost  of  materials  and 
labor  in  addition  to  the  increased  salary  list.  There 
are  three  items  of  considerable  importance — fuel, 
transportation  and  school  supplies.  The  increased 
cost  of  the  first  two  is  familiar  to  all.  The  third 
item,  that  of  school  supplies,  is  composed  largely  of 
paper.    As  most  of  this  is  of  the  newspaper  grade 
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the  school  has  already  experienced  an  increase  in 
price  about  100  percent  over  that  of  a  few  years  ago. 
Text  books  have  advanced  in  price  through  the  two- 
fold reason  of  increased  wages  and  increased  cost  of 
material.  The  other  items  of  supplies  have  also  ad- 
vanced correspondingly. 

How  these  larger  movements  have  affected  the 
schools  of  this  town  is  of  more  than  passing  interest 
to  the  citizens  and  taxpayers,  as  they  involve  some- 
what increased  expenditures. 

A  substantial  increase  in  salaries  was  decided 
upon  at  the  first  meeting  in  the  fall  and  was  much 
appreciated  by  the  teachers.  This  increase  has  made 
the  teachers  feel  more  satisfied  and  thereby  helped 
to  that  contentment  which  is  an  important  factor  in 
those  who  are  training  our  youth.  No  more  serious 
mistake  can  be  made  in  our  school  administration 
than  to  have  dissatisfied  and  discontented  teachers, 
because  of  the  effect  on  the  children.  However,  as 
teachers'  salaries  have  not  yet  become  stabilized  our 
appropriations  must  take  into  account  the  necessary 
changes. 

No  survey  has  yet  been  made  as  to  the  number 
of  children  retarded  two  or  more  years,  as  there  are 
to  be  certain  standards  formulated  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  by  which  to  estimate  these.  How- 
ever, my  impression  is  that  the  standard  will  have  to 
be  very  liberal  not  to  discover  ten  such  children  in  a 
school  system  of  our  size.  If  such  is  the  case  the 
Committee  will  be  required  to  provide  for  an  extra 
teacher  beginning  in  September.  We  fortunately 
have  an  extra  room  in  the  Church  Street  building 
which  could  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Our  town  anticipated  the  present  enthusiasm 
for  Americanization  by  establishing  last  year  an 
evening  school  for  those  adults  who  could  not  read 
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and  write  English,  and  supporting  it  from  the  regular 
school  funds.  The  success  was  so  unmistakable  that 
it  was  decided,  upon  the  urgent  request  of  the  pupils, 
to  continue  it  this  fall.  Meanwhile  the  state  has  pass- 
ed legislation  authorizing  reimbursement  of  one-half 
the  entire  cost  to  any  town  conducting  such  a  school. 
The  State  Supervisor  of  Americanization,  in  agree- 
ment with  other  authorities,  feels  that  the  success  of 
the  work  as  far  as  its  effect  on  the  present  generation 
of  children  is  concerned,  rests  very  largely  upon 
reaching  the  women  as  well  as  the  men.  Acting  on 
this  recommendation  we  have  organized  two  classes, 
one  of  twenty-two  men  and  one  of  twelve  women. 
The  class  for  men  began  November  3,  and  that  for 
women  about  two  weeks  later.  They  are  taught  by 
Mrs.  lone  Giff  en,  teacher  in  the  grammar  school.  The 
enthusiasm  and  painstaking  application  of  both  sexes 
justifies  this  movement.  The  town  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  doing  a  work  which  has  been  attempted 
by  no  other  town  of  its  size  in  the  state,  unless  within 
one  or  two  months. 

A  change  in  the  heating  system  of  the  Church 
Street  school  has  contributed  very  much  to  the 
increased  comfort  of  the  building.  The  two  furnaces 
which  heat  the  school  rooms  and  which  formerly 
were  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  basement  have 
been  moved  to  the  north  side.  They  now  heat  both 
rooms  much  more  comfortably  than  before  and  pro- 
vide heat  for  the  two  hall-ways,  which  formerly  were 
heated  by  two  jacketed  stoves  located  in  the  base- 
ment. The  change  has  resulted  in  warmer  halls  and 
school  rooms  with  the  consumption  of  much  less  fuel. 
The  rooms  hitherto  occupied  by  the  furnaces  are  now 
used  for  manual  training,  which  formerly  was  locat- 
ed in  the  little  brick  schoolhouse  now  occupied  as  a 
municipal  building. 
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At  the  Center  school  new  chemical  toilets  have 
been  installed  which  have  done  away  with  the  bug- 
bear of  the  old  dry  closets,  which  were  always  re- 
pulsive and  unsanitary. 

As  the  plans  for  a  new  school  building  are  still 
held  in  abeyance  because  of  the  abnormal  cost  of 
construction  which  bids  fair  to  continue  for  several 
years  more,  the  question  has  been  considered  of  pro- 
viding flush  toilets  for  the  grammar  and  intermedi- 
ate schools  at  the  village.  The  condition  at  this 
building  needs  changing  at  an  early  date,  as  the 
toilets  are  offensive  and  entirely  unheated. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  last  June  both 
teachers  at  the  Center,  and  the  grammar  school 
teacher  at  the  Village  resigned.  Miss  Carrie  G.  Brad- 
ford was  secured  as  principal  at  the  Center,  and  Miss 
Esther  B.  Bagley  as  primary  teacher.  They  have  en- 
tered upon  their  work  with  splendid  spirit  and  it  is 
no  flattery  to  say  that  the  school  spirit  at  the  Center 
has  never  been  better  during  the  ten  years  of  my 
supervision.  Mrs.  lone  GifFen,  at  the  Village  gram- 
mar school,  has  had  a  broad  experience  in  her  pro- 
fession, the  result  of  which  is  showing  in  the  interest 
in  her  class  room. 

Miss  Bernice  Staples,  who  had  been  supervisor 
of  drawing  for  nine  years,  resigned  October  10  to 
accept  a  position  in  Methuen,  which  required  all  of 
her  time.  Her  work  had  been  very  successful  and 
we  regret  her  going.  I  have  not  been  able  at  present 
writing  to  secure  her  successor. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  wish  to  express  my 
keen  appreciation  of  the  attitude  of  the  Committee 
during  the  trying  times  of  increased  financial  de- 
mands upon  the  town.    Acting  as  trustees  of  the 
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school  funds  and  also  in  the  capacity  of  passing  upon 
school  measures  involving  increased  expenditures 
but  demanded  by  the  welfare  of  the  pupils,  you  have 
shown  that  large  appreciation  of  measures  necessary 
for  the  progress  of  the  schools  which  have  made  our 
work  together  a  very  congenial  task. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  C.  JOHNSON, 

Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  course  of  music  used  in  our  schools  con- 
forms in  grade  to  the  course  of  study  of  the  Weaver 
system  and  also  with  that  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  it  can  be  stated  that  each  grade  has  completed 
its  assigned  work. 

In  grades  one-three,  inclusive,  exercises  are 
taught  by  note,  Songs  which  correlate  with  the  other 
school  studies  are  used  and  are  taught  by  rote. 

In  grades  four-eight,  inclusive,  all  exercises  and 
songs  are  taught  by  note. 

As  the  reading  of  music  and  words  simultane- 
ously is  the  aim  of  all  vocal  study,  this  work  has  been 
carried  on  from  grades  three  to  eight,  inclusive.  In- 
dividual work,  written,  oral  and  vocal,  has  been  car- 
ried out  as  in  other  years. 

In  grades  four  and  five  two-part  exercises  and 
songs  are  used. 

In  grades  six  to  eight,  inclusive,  three-and  four- 
part  exercises  and  songs  are  used. 

Before  many  weeks  had  passed  a  need  for  patri- 
otic music  was  felt.  Many  of  the  standard  and  best 
patriotic  songs  were  learned. 

It  may  be  said  that  even  while  unusual  condi- 
tions prevailed  this  year,  the  music  studied  and  the 
results  obtained  have  been  a  step  in  advance  over 
last  year.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  the  loyal 
spirit  of  helpfulness  and  co-operation  of  the  princi- 
pals and  grade  teachers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  H.  PALMER, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 
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SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee: 

During  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  school 
children  has  been  as  a  whole  good.  Until  the  last 
two  months  there  has  been  practically  no  contagious 
disease  prevalent.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  we 
have  been  less  fortunate,  as  we  have  had  scarlet 
fever,  mumps  and  whooping  cough  at  the  Village 
schools  and  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles  at  the  Cen- 
ter school.  Our  public  health  nurse  visits  both  public 
and  parochial  schools  every  day  when  it  is  possible 
and  excludes  and  refers  to  the  school  physician  all 
children  who  have  any  indication  of  having  an  in- 
fectious disease.  The  nurse  also  visits  homes  of  ab- 
sentees from  school  who  are  reported  as  ill,  and 
makes  her  report  either  to  the  school  physician  or  the 
truant  officer  as  the  case  may  require. 

The  State  Department  of  Health  has  called  our 
attention  to  the  fact  that  small-pox  is  again  preva- 
lent in  New  England  and  insists  upon  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  school  vaccination  law. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
School  Committee  to  the  fact  that  the  privy  vaults 
now  used  at  the  grammar  school  building  are  a  men- 
ace to  the  health  of  the  children  and  should  be  re- 
placed as  soon  as  possible  by  flush  closets. 

The  heating  apparatus  in  the  above-mentioned 
building  is  apparently  inadequate  for  present  needs, 
having  been  installed  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  on 
cold  mornings  the  children  suffer  severely  from  the 
cold.    The  heating  apparatus  in  the  Church  Street 
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building  has  been  overhauled  and  rearranged  and 
this  building  is  now  comfortably  and  thoroughly 
heated. 

The  children  have  all  been  examined  as  required 
by  law  and  a  large  number  of  minor  defects  have 
been  detected  and  reported  to  the  parents  for  cor- 
rection. The  most  prevalent  defects  found  were  poor 
vision,  defective  teeth,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
pediculosis  impetigo  and  scabia.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  a  dentist  should  be  employed  by  the  committee 
to  examine  the  children's  teeth  and  recommend 
proper  treatment  for  defective  teeth  as  well  as  proper 
care  of  sound  ones. 

One  pressing  need  in  our  schools  is  the  lack  of 
proper  lavatories.  As  it  is  well  known  many  infec- 
tions are  carried  into  the  body  by  means  of  dirty 
fingers  we  should  not  only  insist  that  children  keep 
their  fingers  and  hands  clean,  but  we  should  provide 
easily  accesible  means  for  washing  their  hands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  E.  LILLY,  M.  D., 

School  Physician. 
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REPORT  OF  TRUANT  OFFICER 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Shirley : 

Gentlemen — All  cases  of  absence  from  school  re- 
ported to  me  by  the  teachers  have  been  promptly 
investigated.  Thirty-three  cases  have  been  attended 
to  and  have  tried  to  make  the  parents  realize  the 
importance  of  having  their  children  in  school  each 
and  every  day  that  the  schools  are  in  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  F.  SAWIN, 

Attendance  Officer. 

December  31, 1919. 


2a 


REGISTER  OF  TEACHERS,  1919-1920 


Schools 

Names 

First 
Appointed 

Preparation 

Grammar 

lone  F.  Giffin 

July  1919 

Intermediate 

Nellie  McNiff 

July  1914 

Fitchburg  Normal 

Second  Primary 

Sarah  Ross 

Jan.  1915 

Fitchburg  Normal 

First  Primary- 

Lura  White 

Sept.  1891 

Framingham  Normal 

Center  Primary 

Carrie  G.  Bradford 

July  1919 

Fitchburg  Normal 

Center  Grammar 

Esther  B.  Bagley 

July  1919 

Fitchburg  Normal 

Music 

Annie  H.  Palmer 

Aug.  1911 

Mass.  Normal  Sch'l  of 

Music.  Inst,  of  Music 

Pedagogy 

^Drawing 

Bernice  E.  Staples 

Sept.  1910 

Mass.  Normal  Art 

Manual  Training 

Henry  Fischer 

Dec.  1919 

Fitchburg  Prac'l  Arts 

*  Resigned  October  10,  1919.    Successor  not  yet  appointed. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR  1919—1920 

1919 
December  29 


1920 
January  1 
February  20 
March  1 
April  16  ( 
April  26 
June  18 
September  7 
October  12 
November  25—26 
December  17 
December  27 


Winter  term  opens 


Holiday 

Winter  term  ends,  8  weeks 
Spring  term  opens 
Spring  term  ends,  7  weeks 
Summer  term  opens 
Summer  term  closes,  8  w'ks 
Fall  term  opens 
Holiday 

Thanksgiving  recess 

Fall  term  closes,  15  weeks 

Winter  term  opens 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR  1918—1919 

Numbers  opposite  names  indicate  number  of  semes- 
ters attended  without  being  absent, 
tardy  or  dismissed 

Village  Schools 
Grades  7  and  8 
Howard  Allen  2  Pamelia  Parker  1 

Cora  Lambert  2 

Grades  5  and  6 
Edward  Will  2  Merrill  James  2 

Grades  3  and  4 
Edward  Slocomb  1  Edward  Wheeler  1 

Marjorie  Wheeler  1 

Grades  1  and  2 
Edward  Thomas  1 

Center  Schools 
Center  Primary 
Marion  Richardson  2  Florence  Wilkins  1 

Sybil  Richardson  1 
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RESULT  OF  SCHOOL  CENSUS,  SEPTEMBER,  1919 

Persons  between  five  and  seven  years  of  age : 

Males  25 
Females  44 

  79 

Persons  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age : 

Males  95 
Females  121 

  216 

Persons  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age: 

Males  21 

Females  27 

  48 


r 
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